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In recognition of Sue Digre's 16 years on Pacifica's City Council, I, Mayor John Keener, joined by the members of 

Pacifica's City Council and the many celebrants of Councilmember Digre's service to her community, am honored 
to gift Councilmember Digre with this biography/profile on her leadership and her dedication to Pacifica and 
Pacificans. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Written by Jean Bartlett 
Presented to Sue Digre December 17, 2018 

 
On July 5, 2006, Pacificans Ascendina Lettieri and Maria Almenara wrote this letter to the Pacifica Tribune. 

 

Editor: 

"On the early morning of a gloomy Monday we had the pleasure of meeting, quite by accident, our Mayor. 

We were at Pacifica Public Works Department's reception hall waiting for our turn when this obviously 

busy, brisk walking, smiley lady, dressed in casual yet respective attire, happened to be coming out of one 

of the offices – rolls of plans under an arm, folders and a large notebook in one hand and a heavy 

abundant purse hanging down from her left shoulder. My sister approached her asking, 'Do you work 

here?' Her answer was prompt, sincere, and looking straight at our eyes she said, 'No, but may I help you?' 

We went outside. 

 

"Informally, standing on the sidewalk, she heard our needs and complaints, wrote down our names and 

address, directed us to the proper department to take our request to and told us the immediate actions she 

was going to take on our behalf. Among other things she was going to talk with the City Manager, that very 

day, about our problem. She was going to personally drive by our house sometime during the day to see for 

herself what we were talking about. 

 

"And so our Mayor must have done; she kept her word for, at the break of dawn of the following day, two 

City workers showed up in front of our house. We were startled. In less than half an hour our misery was 

gone with the orange-jacketed men. We wish to thank those workers for their good job as well as for the 

cheerful disposition with which they performed their duty. Our appreciation is extended to the engineer and 

clerks at the Planning Department – you were swift in your execution; a very useful trade in times of need. 

 

"Thank you very much, Ms. Sue Digre. It was indeed a pleasure meeting you and truly gratifying to learn 

that you are willing to come down from your high horse and stand side by side to your constituents and 

LISTEN. We are grateful to have you to be our voices. You are serious, responsible and efficient. We need 

more people like you. People that are willing and able to say, 'May I help you?' and mean it." 

 
"I served eight years with Sue and I always admired how generous she was with everyone, always willing to give as 

much of her time as they might need to share their concerns or frustrations and then follow up with staff or other 

agencies to see if there were remedies for them. Sue was never too busy to listen. Councilmembers are the 

emissaries carrying the concerns and desires of the citizens to staff in order to guide their efforts, and Sue embodied 

that."    Julie Lancelle, former Pacifica Mayor and City Councilmember, December, 2018 
 

 

Sue Digre, citizen philanthropist, retires from Pacifica City 
Council 
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"I believe 'we the people' are the government body," Sue Digre said in an earlier interview with this writer. (Sue has 

been interviewed multiple times by me for the Pacifica Tribune and other media.) "I don't buy into the government 

is 'them.' Government of the people, by the people, for the people. We are the voice and we must use our voices." 

 

 
courtesy photo 

Pacifica City Council, 2003. 

Julie Lancelle, Mayor Pro Tem Jim Vreeland, Mayor Pete DeJarnatt, Cal Hinton and Sue Digre. 

 

 
Born in Youngstown, OH, Sue spent her earliest years in Hubbard, OH. Her mom Anna was the daughter of Italian 

immigrants from Caserta, Italy. Like the rest of her 10 siblings, Anna was born at her parents' farmhouse in 

Hubbard, and Hubbard is still the place for all the family reunions. Anna attended nursing school in Pennsylvania, as 

did Sue's dad's older sister, which eventually led to the introduction of Anna and Bill. One of nine children, Bill 

grew up in Cleveland, OH. Six months after they met, the RN and the Navy Commander married. A little more than 

a year later, their daughter Sue was born. 

 

Along with Hubbard, Sue's father Navy career took the family to: Wilmington, NC; Honolulu, HI; San Jose, CA; 

Japan; Waukegan, IL; and back to Japan. In Sue's senior year of high school, her father took a promotion as Safety 

Commander at the Navy Base (then) located at the San Francisco Presidio. The family moved from Japan to the Bay 

Area and Sue finished her senior year at Notre Dame High School in Belmont. 

 

Sue graduated from the College of Notre Dame (now Notre Dame de Namur University) in Belmont. In addition to 

majoring in biology and minoring in philosophy, she also earned her teaching credential. Over the years as a teacher 

she taught second, third and sixth grade full-time. While she was raising her children, she taught fifth grade science 

and ninth grade environmental science part-time. She also taught an adult education course on parenting of special 

needs children.  

 

In 1999, the former classroom teacher shifted to advocacy for the developmentally disabled as well as students with 

learning challenges. As such, she has served as the Director of Parca (Partners & Advocates for Remarkable 

Children & Adults) Family Support Services and Advocacy Department for 19 years. In this capacity, she provides 

practical and moral support in the areas of health, education, employment, recreation, transportation, housing and 

aging. 

 

Sue learned at an early age, from both parents, that doing something about the needs of those in need around you, is 

key to being a part of this world. As a young child, Sue remembers her mother volunteering for the Red Cross and 

Sue would accompany her mom on visits to locals in need. Her father constantly kept a watchful and working eye on 

everyone's safety – family, crew, community – and he was also the great encourager. For as far back as her memory 

takes her, Sue recalls her father and her mother letting her know that she could be anything she wanted. There were 

no limits. There were no ceilings. 
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When Sue and her folks lived in Hubbard, she had tons of cousins and kids in the neighborhood to play with. But 

after the family moved to North Carolina, it became immediately clear that 6-year-old Sue was really lonesome. The 

abbreviated version of this story is not only did Sue's parents realize their daughter's need, but they also realized 

there was a little boy, 11 months younger than Sue, in need of adoption. 

 

"One of the first things my brother Eugene taught us was the 'Southern' way to eat grits and eggs," Sue recalled, 

"because we were doing it all wrong! Fry the egg, put it on top of the grits, salt and pepper it, and mix it all up. 

Yummy." 

 

Not long after Sue's family moved to the Bay Area, they discovered horseback riding in Pacifica's Quarry. On 

Christmas and other major holidays, they would go for a morning ride along the beach and up into the hills. Sue met 

her husband Erick Digre while both were horseback riding in the Quarry. They married in October of 1978. 

 

Erick is also very much about being of service. A full-time watershed keeper for the City of San Francisco, he has 

been a health services volunteer with the Red Cross for more than 30 years. The EMT and first-aid instructor is also 

a member of the San Francisco DMAT CA-6 (Disaster Medical Assistance Team). His health services deployments 

have sent him to many, many locations, which include: New York following the September 11 attacks, New Orleans 

following Hurricane Katrina and Arizona following the Yarnell Hill Fire. In addition, Erick served as a volunteer 

fireman with San Bruno for 30 years, which included serving as the volunteer firefighter training instructor. Sue and 

Erick's four children: Colleen, Sean, Michael and Scott are all "of" community.  

 

Colleen began her nursing career working in emergency medicine which eventually led her into the field of 

palliative care. She has been a palliative care clinical nurse specialist since 2011 and works at Stanford Hospital. 

Both sons served overseas. Michael served in Iraq twice as a Marine Airborne and Air Delivery Specialist, and then 

served in Afghanistan as a Black Hawk helicopter rescue pilot from the Sacramento National Guard. Sean served as 

a Special Forces medic, providing emergency and trauma medical care in Afghanistan and other overseas locations. 

Diagnosed with Down syndrome a few weeks after he was born, Scott started with Parca in 1983 and is one of the 

nonprofit's biggest supporters. Many locals know Scott for his cheery greetings to participants at the annual Devil's 

Slide Ride, Run & Walk for Parca. (Scott is stationed at Pacifica's Community Center.) Sue and Erick's 

grandchildren are too young yet to state their careers, but each one of them who is old enough to take a stand, is 

ready and willing to do so for anyone who might be considered a little "different." 

 

In 1990, Sue, Erick and their children moved to the Pacific Manor neighborhood of Pacifica. Not long after their 

move, Sue became aware of the community group known as "Concerned Manor Residents." The group's focus was 

opposition to a proposed development on the lower slopes of Milagra Ridge. Sue became a member of the 

Concerned Manor Steering Committee, advocating for the public's right to vote on a hillside preservation variance. 

In 1995, Concerned Manor Residents successfully blocked the large proposed development. As a compromise, the 

building of a smaller group of homes was allowed.  The area remains a protected area and is open for hiking. Like 

her neighbor Pete DeJarnatt, this issue served as a catalyst for a City Council run. But there were other reasons as 

well. Sue wanted to be involved in her city and so she attended Planning Commission meetings, School Board 

Meetings and City Council meetings. 

 

"I am a citizen and my thing as a citizen is the public voice is extremely important: voting, attending meetings in 

your city or town, being a part of things, letting your opinions be heard. This is what our democracy is all about. 

Growing up in a military family, you grow up knowing people die in wars, become prisoners, or maybe are 

wounded. Our freedoms are not free. And all of this inspired my City Council run." 

 

Sue did not win a seat her first run or her second. In both cases she was her own campaign manager. In her third run, 

she brought a couple of colleagues in to run her campaign and she did win. One of those colleagues served with Sue 

on Pacifica's Open Space Committee and the other was a fellow teacher.  

 

Sue has been a member of City Council since 2002. With the advent of term limits, Sue – who has been Pacifica's 

Mayor three times – will be the last City Councilmember to serve 16 years. Only two others Pacificans have also 

won four consecutive City Council elections: Pete DeJarnatt and the late Nick Gust. 

 

"For me, the vision I have for Pacifica has always been the same," Sue said. "Our environment is our economy and 

what I mean by our environment is our history, our culture, our people, our businesses and of course our natural 
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assets. We need to capitalize on all of these things. We need to link them. A vibrant economy will preserve our 

irreplaceable natural assets. In addition, I believe it is the right of our residents to control the 'character' of Pacifica. 

Look what our citizenry has done to save our history, to support our artists, and to keep our beaches, streets and 

hillsides clean and restored." 

 

Kathleen Manning, President Emerita of the Pacifica Historical Society (PHS) and Executive Producer of the multi-

award winning, locally broadcast television series Footprints of Pacifica, said Sue Digre's encouragement has been 

instrumental to the all-volunteer nonprofit's dedication to saving Pacifica's history. (Because of the PHS's incredible 

work ethic to get the job done – which includes their spearheading a successful ballot measure which saved the 

Little Brown Church from being torn down, moved or encumbered, and raising the hundreds of thousands needed to 

restore the Church – we now have a Pacifica Coastside Museum, a saved passenger car from the Coastside's Ocean 

Shore Railroad, a historic mural on Crespi, and the list goes on.) 

 

"Sue Digre has been super generous with all of our projects," Kathleen said. "She has given of her time, she has 

made donations, she is always supplying our volunteers with treats from Mazzetti's. Whether we are painting a 

mural, holding a cheese contest with Pacifica's own, historic Jack Cheese, holding a rummage sale, or working in the 

garden of the Pacifica Coastside Musuem, Sue is there with her enthusiasm and encouragement. We think the world 

of Sue." 

 

 
Jean Bartlett photo 

In September of 2015, Pacifica Mayor Pro Tem Sue Digre and Pacifica's First Mayor Jean 

Fassler, enjoy a visit in the PHS-remade Little Brown Church. 

 
Along with serving on City Council and working at Parca full-time, in 2004, Sue took out an ad in the Pacifica 

Tribune asking if residents with military kids wanted to get together and have coffee at Mazzetti's Bakery. 

 

"At that point, my two sons were in the military and they were going to be sent either to Afghanistan or Iraq any 

minute," Sue said. "They were packing, the phones were ringing and I needed to connect with somebody in the same 

boat because I felt disconnected. I went to the Tribune and pretty much told them I needed to find other people like 

me. I left my phone number, the Tribune wrote an article and two people called me: Debbie Smyser and Faylene 

Kaplan." By November, Sue's sons were deployed. 
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The trio met at Mazzetti's Bakery and found an instant connection. Ten people showed up to the first official 

meeting of the Pacifica Military Moms (PMM.) Their first decision was to send cards to their kids and the 

organization grew from there. By 2008, they had more than thirty-five moms. They have since merged into San 

Mateo County Blue Star Moms. 

  

Blue Star Moms is a non-partisan, non-political organization and it is affiliated with the Blue Star Mothers of 

America, Inc. Entered into the Congressional Record on February 6, 1942, Blue Star Mothers of America came into 

being because mothers wanted to pitch in and help their sons and daughters who served in the Armed Forces. They 

packed care packages and worked in hospitals and at train stations – anything they could do to support their children 

and in turn, support each other. "Just sitting down having a cup of coffee with someone who is in the same boat as 

you really helps," Sue said. 

 

PMM sent care packages every three months to the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. Sometimes the troops requested 

commonplace things like nylons. Those were used to cover their guns so the sand didn't get in. Socks were always 

needed. They were doused in water at night and then troops placed their water bottles in them. This kept the water 

from boiling, making it easier to drink. Candy and small toys, like bouncing balls, were requested. These things 

could be put in uniform pockets and handed out to local children. Letters from the kids back home were always 

appreciated. One of our second graders sent his favorite joke which was a huge hit. 

 

"Beef jerky is number one on packing lists for all the troops," Sue said in a 2011 interview. "And that is closely 

followed by Crystal Light individual size packets of powered juice for bottled waters, Rice Krispies treats, different 

kinds of nuts, coffee, dried soups, candy and homemade cookies are hugely popular. When it is cold in Afghanistan, 

troops need socks, scarves, hats, and hand and foot warmers." 

 

Other items on the necessity list include baby wipes, deodorant, playing cards, underwear, t-shirts, tooth floss, 

DVDs, CDs, men's magazines, women's magazines and stress relief squeeze balls. 

 

"These care packages help boost morale all around because not everyone has someone from home sending them 

something." 

 

Along with packaging and sending off items, the PMM also contacted the nonpartisan Patriot Guard Riders to escort 

soldiers returning home or heading off to the airport. They also addressed unplanned circumstances here at home, 

such as a soldier being stuck in the middle of nowhere (on Interstate 5) in a broken down truck and on deadline to 

return to base. 

 

In 2010, Pacifica Military Moms was honored with a Jefferson Award from CBS Channel 5. (Long after Sue's sons 

came home, she remained involved with Pacifica Military Moms.) 

 

In February of 2015, Pacifica Mayor and Pacificans Care 

Board Member Karen Ervin presented Mayor Pro Tem Sue 

Digre with a 2014 People Who Care Award.  

 

A community based nonprofit, Pacificans Care raises funds 

locally to provide grants to social service organizations in 

Pacifica. "The People Who Care Award" was created by 

Pacificans Care to recognize individuals, organizations and/or 

businesses who, through their actions, have significantly 

contributed to making Pacifica a community that cares. 

(Marina Castellanos, Direct Services Manager at the Pacifica 

Resource Center, her husband, Rene, an ardent volunteer and 

supporter of the PRC, and business owners Julie and Rudy 

Mazzetti of Mazzetti’s Bakery, were also recognized with a 

2014 People Who Care Award.) 

 

Sue's work with and efforts in establishing the Pacifica 

Military Moms was recognized by Pacificans Care, in detailed 

notes. They also recognized other community work done by 
Jane Northrop photo. February, 2015.  Mayor Pro Tem 

Sue Digre and Mayor Karen Ervin. 
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Sue as highlighted in the following paragraphs. 

 

"Sue worked with the youth group at Good Shepard Church who wanted a place to 'hang out.' The group identified 

and worked on a variety of community needs which led to transportation services – the Gold Shuttle – and 

development of the City's Youth Advisory Commission and other youth service programs. 

 

"As a City Council member in her third term, she has previously served as Mayor twice and currently serves as 

Mayor Pro Tem. She has been a champion for the environment, worked on a variety of Council and countywide 

committees including congestion management, airport noise abatement and transportation. Her focus as a 

Councilmember is always to encourage maximum public participation and transparence to ensure that we have an 

active citizenry. There is no better example of Sue fulfilling her commitment to an active citizenry than her early 

morning visits to talk with community residents at Mazzetti's Bakery. 

 

"Sue is committed to community service, ensuring that all citizens have opportunities, and, above all, is a genuinely 

caring person. It is with great pleasure that the Board of Directors of Pacificans Care present the 2014 People Who 

Care Award to Sue Digre for her outstanding, caring and compassionate service to Pacifica and its citizens." 

Pacificans Care, February, 2015 

 

 

 
courtesy photo 

In 2014, Congresswoman Jackie Speier, Councilmember Sue Digre and Sue's son Scott Digre 

await election night results at San Mateo County Democratic Headquarters. 

  

 

"Sue’s compassion for others and her love of community have shaped her 16 years of public service and dedication 

to keep Pacifica a livable and lovable town on the edge of the Pacific Ocean. She is a great community leader and 

personal friend. We hail her contributions to Pacifica residents and visitors that will remain long after she retires 

from the City Council. It’s been my privilege to work with her for many years and I have no doubt that she will 

continue her civic engagement in her beloved hometown." 

Congresswoman Jackie Speier, (D-CA 14th District), December, 2018 
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Sue is currently the City Council Liaison for the Open Space and Parkland Advisory Committee. The Committee 

was established to "consider issues related to natural areas that are proposed to be dedicated to the Golden Gate 

National Recreation Area (GGNRA), lands that are proposed to be dedicated open space, parklands that are under 

the jurisdiction of the GGNRA and areas operated by the San Mateo County Parks Department.  

The primary objectives of the Committee are to make recommendations to the City Council on 1) the policy and 

procedures of the National Park Service as they relate to areas of the GGNRA within the City of Pacifica and 

adjacent communities, 2) issues surrounding the transfer of ownership of Cattle Hill and the Pedro Point Headlands 

to the NPS, 3) access and operation of the San Mateo County Parks in the City of Pacifica including San Pedro 

Valley County Park and the Devil's Slide Trail County Park, and 4) ways in which these areas can contribute to the 

economy of the City." Prior to winning her first seat on City Council in 2002, Sue co-chaired the Open Space 

Commission. She is also a longtime volunteer with the Pacifica Beach Coalition (PBC). The PBC is an all-volunteer, 

ocean conservation nonprofit, a "community of 'Earth Heroes' teeming with passion for protecting and preserving 

the health of our ocean, beaches, wildlife, and coastal environment." 

 

"Sue has always been a champion for the environment valuing our beaches, open space and the ocean, and 

proclaiming them as some of Pacifica's most valuable assets," said PBC President Lynn Adams. "Over the years she 

has always voted to protect our environment. She has also been a big supporter of the Pacifica Beach Coalition – 

joining cleanups, beach plantings, Earth Days and Coastal Cleanup Days.  

 

 

 
Jean Bartlett photo 

At the April 23, 2016, Pacifica Beach Coalition's Earth Day of Action and EcoFest, 

Pacifica's Mayor Sue Digre, third from left, stands with: Steve Shimek of The 

Otter Project, PBC President Lynn Adams and PCT videographer Steve Brown. 

  
In 2017, Sue received a "Courage Award" from Pacificans for Highway 1 Alternatives (PH1A).  

 

This award references the debate, often contentious, that went on for a number of years between Pacifica residents 

and City officials over the question of whether a 1.3-mile section of Highway 1, between Sharp Park and Rockaway 

Beach, should be widened in order to alleviate traffic congestion. A Caltrans project officially known as the Calera 

Parkway Project, it was opposed by a number of locals and City officials, including Sue, who wondered if it would 

really address the congestion, if its environmental impact would be far greater than preliminary estimates, and if it 

would create pedestrian safety issues. Councilmember Digre made it clear she was going to examine the possibility 

of using high tech "smart" traffic signals as an alternative, and so she did. It is important to note, that these adaptive 

signals are gaining in popularity all over the U.S. The goal of these signals is to make streets smarter dealing with 

the commute realities/scourge of time wasted in traffic. 
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On December 26, 2017, Caltrans decertified and vacated the Calera Parkway Project. "This action is based on the 

City of Pacifica's resolution requesting that Caltrans 'abandon the proposed widening of Highway 1 and remove it 

from further consideration' and the City's clear communication that it will not be proceeding with sponsoring the 

Calera Parkway Project." Caltrans further noted, "One of the alternatives that was strongly supported by widening 

opponents, the In-Sync intelligent traffic signal system (ITS), has recently been implemented." 

 

 
 

 

As a City of Pacifica Councilmember and as a caring Pacifica resident, there are many things that Sue has dedicated 

time, advice and/or support to, many of which have been acknowledged in proclamations from the offices of 

Congresswoman Speier, California State Senator Jerry Hill, San Mateo County Supervisor Don Horsley, California 

State Assemblymember Kevin Mullin and Pacifica's City Council. She has been additionally been recognized by 

numerous local businesses, nonprofits and fellow residents. Pacifica's Mayor John Keener would particularly like to 

acknowledge Sue's efforts with the SFO Airport/Community Roundtable. The Roundtable is a voluntary group of 

elected officials dedicated to representing the citizens of San Francisco and San Mateo County, to address 

community noise impacts from aircraft operations at San Francisco International Airport (SFO), and to achieve 

noise mitigation through a cooperative sharing of authority among the aviation industry, the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA), SFO management and local government. "I am adamant that there is a health issue caused by 

airport noise," Sue said in a previous interview. 

 

In a June 2017 report in the British daily newspaper, The Guardian, it was noted that individuals subjected to the 

highest noise levels of airplane-generated sound, particularly at night, are associated with a greater risk of high 

blood pressure and heart flutter. Congresswoman Jackie Speier discusses the impact of airplane noise on our 

communities on her website: https://speier.house.gov.  

 

"Airplane noise has become an ever-increasing concern in our communities," Rep. Speier notes. "In the fall of 2014, 

the FAA began implementation of NextGen RNAV flight procedures in the Bay Area. NextGen Performance Based 

Navigation is part of a nation-wide FAA modernization program which includes new technologies using precise 

satellite navigation in place of the aging ground-based radio beacon navigation system. 
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"This new technology is lauded because of its ability to design more efficient straight-line flight paths which reduce 

flight time, fuel and emissions.  But NextGen RNAV procedures are not necessarily a good thing for residents living 

below. Because of the precision of satellite navigation, airplanes fly a concentrated, repeatable narrow path over the 

earth; many residents are subjected to an incessant barrage of flights overhead. 

 

"In addition, long standing flight paths based on ground based navigation aids were often eliminated and replaced by 

new NextGen procedures which shifted noise to new areas. As the installation of NextGen routes expanded to new 

areas through 2015, more and more communities were impacted." 

 

In response to the noise impact of these new NextGen procedures, Congresswoman Speier, along with two of her 

Bay Area colleagues Anna Eshoo and Sam Farr, met with FAA Administrator Michael Huerta in the spring of 2015 

in Washington, DC to explain in no uncertain terms that more and more residents were being subjected to intolerable 

NextGen noise…and the FAA needed to fix it. 

 

"The health of those who live under the constant bombardment of airplane noise is being seriously compromised and 

thanks to the SFO Airport/Community Roundtable and the Select Committee, the FAA has initiated steps to address 

it," Rep. Speier states. 

 

In response to the complaints from the SFO Community Roundtable and pressure from Representatives Jackie 

Speier, Anna Eshoo, and Sam Farr, the FAA has launched an initiative to address the concerns of the counties of 

Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, San Mateo and San Francisco. 

 

"Airport noise is a huge issue for many Pacificans," John Keener said, "and Sue has been on the Airport Roundtable 

for the 4 years that I've been on Council and for many years before that. The issue is that planes taking off from 

SFO, used to fly out across Fairmont and Daly City to the ocean, and then turn south. A few years ago, as a fuel 

saving measure, the FAA decided to have them turn tighter and fly down the spine of the Santa Cruz Mountains, 

starting with Montara Mountain and fly over Pacifica neighborhoods as well, Sharp Park, and the backs of Vallemar, 

Rockaway, and Linda Mar. 

 

"Sue has fought this with the Roundtable, and organized a local group to document the noisy overflights. It hasn't 

done much good so far, the FAA is a pretty recalcitrant agency, but she remains optimistic for the longer term." 

 

"That's another admirable quality Sue has," John went on to say. "Her optimism that somehow things will work out 

and that people are basically good."  

 

At the December 5, 2018, regular SFO Airport/Community Roundtable meeting, Councilmember Sue Digre was 

recognized with a Resolution by the Roundtable to express their sincere thanks to Sue as an active member of the 

Roundtable for 15 years. They recognized her for her willingness to volunteer to work on a subcommittee or attend 

an extra meeting. They noted she has served on the budget committee, the legislative committee, technical working 

group committees and throughout them all, her dedication to solving the overhead aircraft noise issues for the health 

and well-being of her constituents has never faltered. She was recognized by her colleagues and constituents as a 

leader in the fields of aircraft noise mitigation and airport and community land use compatibility. She was also 

recognized for her assistance with developing the Roundtable's branding efforts to further promote its vision and 

purpose. The Roundtable expressed their sincere appreciation to Sue Digre for "her tireless efforts in working with 

community representatives, airport officials, government officials and airlines on the successful aircraft noise 

mitigation policies in the San Francisco Airport environs." The Resolution was adopted and Pacifica's 16-year 

Councilmember was given a standing ovation. 

 

Over the last year, Sue has been recognized for numerous accomplishments, which include: lobbying early for the 

City of Pacifica to prepare for the Ohlone-Portolá Heritage Trail 250th Commemoration Project, which will be 

completed in 2019 and result in numerous economic opportunities to accommodate local Trail travelers; lobbying 

for members of the Pacifica Historical Society, trail specialists of the Open Space Parkland Committee, and local 

PB&R staff to be a part of the San Mateo County Planning process for the Heritage Trail; connecting San 

Francisco's  Mayor, the late Ed Lee, and Mayor Lee's staff with Pacifica's City Manager and staff in March of 2016, 

to determine how San Francisco can help support Pacifica on erosion issues; spearheading Pacifica's membership 

with the San Mateo County/Silicon Valley Visitors Bureau; connecting with small Pacifica businesses to hear their 

needs and lobby for assistance; and working with the Economic Development Committee which "exists to support 
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the development of current local businesses and their interface with the City of Pacifica, improve aging business 

districts, and bring new businesses to Pacifica." 

 

Cindy Abbott, Executive Director of the Sanchez Art Center, reflected on Sue's time on City Council. 

 

"Art, culture and history – for years, these words have been a mantra to Sue as she sat on the City Council dais. 

They are not only words though, but part of her vision for Pacifica. Sue has long championed the community's deep 

seated roots celebrating the creation and enjoyment of the arts and culture, plus a strong respect for local history. As 

part of her legacy, Sue's energy and enthusiasm will continue to have an impact as more people – Pacificans and 

beyond – experience the incredible talent  showcased at our community venues and we work together to increase 

awareness through the development of a unique tourism model to benefit our economy. The arts community has a 

true friend in Sue and we look forward to seeing her at art openings, performances and historic talks." 

 

The following photos represent a few of the days in the life of Pacifica City Councilmember Sue Digre. 

 

 

  
courtesy photo courtesy photo 

Recognizing the beautification project of Pacifica Girl Scout Troop 62001, At a meeting with Daly City Council- 

December, 2016. member Glenn Sylvester. 

 

  
courtesy photo courtesy photo 

Mayor Digre officiates at a Pacifica AAUW  In March of 2016, City Manager Lorie Tinfow, Director of Public 

(American Association of University Women) Works/City Engineer Van Ocampo, SF Mayor Ed Lee and Mayor 

Installation Luncheon, June of 2016. Digre examine the compromised seawall and promenade on Beach 

 Blvd. following a series of El Niño storms. 
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courtesy photo 

June 24, 2017. Official groundbreaking ceremony for the first phase of the Palmetto 

Streetscape project with: Councilmember Deirdre Martin, Councilmember Sue Vaterlaus, 

San Mateo County Supervisor Don Horsley, Congresswoman Jackie Speier, State Senator 

Jerry Hill, Mayor Mike O'Neill and Councilmember Sue Digre. 

 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett photo 

July 11, 2017, Pacifica's first City Manager, Karl Baldwin, 

was recognized by the City of Pacifica for playing a key role 

in establishing the city government in its earliest days and 

was presented with a Proclamation by Mayor Pro Tem John 

Keener and Councilmember Sue Digre. 
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"Sue has been a true hero and positive force for good in Pacifica," said Pacifica Councilmember Deirdre 

Martin. "Her unwavering commitment to community is what made her such an effective Councilmember. Sue never 

backed down in the face of adversity and always found a way to bring people together. She has been a role model 

for all citizens – a true listener and consummate professional.  

 

"I have been lucky to have served with one of the greatest Council members and pillars of Pacifica these past two 

years," Deirdre went on to say. "I am committed to continuing Sue's culture of community engagement and will 

ensure that the community always has a voice and a forum for participating in the process. I will miss serving with 

Sue in this capacity, but I know that she will continue to pursue her quest for community and I look forward to the 

next chapter of our relationship." 

 
 

"I'm the daughter of a Navy man," Sue said. "I grew up loving the ocean – the air itself, the moisture, its sheer 

beauty. To live in Pacifica near the ocean is extraordinary and the people here are very alive and involved. Being a 

part of this community is wonderful." 
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Jean Bartlett is a longtime Bay Area features writer: Pacifica 

Tribune, Oakland Tribune, San Jose Mercury, San Mateo Times, 

Portraits & Roots, Marin Independent Journal, Twin City 

Times, Ross Valley Reporter, Peninsula Progress, Coastal 

Connections, Contra Costa County Times, Bay Area Business 

Woman and Catholic San Francisco. She can be contacted through 

her website: www.bartlettbiographies.com. 
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