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Written by Jean Bartlett, April 2017 
(This story was sponsored by Pacifica City Councilmember Sue Digre) 
 

The history of the human race tells it story through bones and architecture, drawings, riverbeds, land use, 

hieroglyphs, art, film, photography, music, and the written, recorded and spoken word. When we are 

lucky, voices travel like an outstretched hand giving the recipient a vivid sense of time. For many 

villages, towns and cities, this information only truly remains in our hands if there is a dedicated historical 

society. 

 

Fifteen minutes south of San Francisco, located on the coast, there is a very active group of individuals 

dedicated to the history of their hometown, Pacifica, California. This biography is an anatomy of the 

extraordinary, all-volunteer Pacifica Historical Society (PHS). 

 

 
 PHS photo    

This photo was taken in October of 2005, after the members of the PHS spent four years spearheading a 

successful ballot measure which saved the Little Brown Church from being torn down, moved or 

encumbered. On this day, sitting on the steps of "project" Little Brown Church, the PHS was awarded the 

key to the building. Bottom row, all seated or kneeling, l to r: James Parsons, Shirlee Gibbs, Frank 

Winston, Lowell James, Mona Della Santina and PHS patron. Second row: Marie West, Charlise Heiser, 

JoAnn Zavoral, Clorinda Campagna, Connie Mason Brown, Dody Payne, Karl Baldwin and Kay 

Kirkland. Third row: John Meria, Katherine Meria, Helen James, Bonita Holgren, Mayor Pro Tem Sue 

Digre and Mayor Julie Lancelle. Fourth row: Kathleen Manning, Rick Della Santina, Shirley Drye and 

Mason Brown. Fifth row: PHS patron, Nita Buchanan, Carol Rising, Barbara Asay and Jean Brink. Sixth 

row: Catherine Griffiths Montgomery, Betty Garner, PHS patron, PHS patron, PHS patron and Marv 

Morganti. (Ten years after this photo was taken, against nearly impossible renovation and fundraising 

odds, the PHS saved and restored Pacifica's oldest public building and created a museum and meeting 

place to serve the entire community.) 

The Pacifica Historical Society 

Guardians of the Past/Celebrants of the Present/Builders of 

the Future
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"It seems to me that as a community matures, it 

begins to look back," said the late California 

archeologist, Pacifican and PHS charter member 

Shirley Drye. Shirley spoke to segment host and 

PHS intern Rebekah Hays in the 2010 Footprints 

of Pacifica television interview, "History of the 

Pacifica Historical Society" (Footprints Episode 

88.) "If you don't have the records and the 

archives and the memories, there's a blank and 

you are always going to wonder, what was it and 

why did we miss it? It seems to me that it was a 

vital aspect of community life to have a historical 

society to record not only the past but the present, 

and to leave a legacy for the future as a part of 

children's education, because they certainly 

would be studying their own history at some point." 

 

The executive producer of the multi-award winning Footprints, PHS President Emerita Kathleen 

Manning, explained the locally produced show. (Kathleen has been a member of the PHS since 1991 and 

served as the nonprofit's president for 11 years. Paul Slavin took on the role of PHS President in 2016.) 

 

"Since April of 2006, a dedicated crew of Pacifica Historical Society members has produced more than 

150 half-hour TV shows that highlight the lore and the lure of lovely Pacifica, its character and its 

characters," Kathleen said. "These wonderful historical shows are produced by Pacificans and star 

Pacificans. This has been possible because of the wonderful facility and staff at Channel 26 here in 

Pacifica. The Pacifica Historical Society is proud that we are creating a permanent archive that is part of 

our own Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little Brown Church." 

 

Included among the Footprints episodes are the history of: the Ohlone people, the Ocean Shore Railroad, 

the Little Brown Church, Robert Dollar's ship-to-shore radio and telegraph station (now a private Pacifica 

residence), the Gust family, the Spindrift Players, the Archery Range, Shelter Cove, Pacifica 

Performances and the Sharp Park Golf Course. 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett, March 2015 photo 

In the studio of Pacific Coast TV (Channel 26) with Footprints Episode 

150 team. Seated, l to r: Helen James and Kathleen Manning. Standing: 

Steve Brown, JoAnn Zavoral, James Parsons, Suzanne Lamar, Robert 

Twigg and Deidra Kennedy. Not pictured: Jerry Crow. 
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Along with the Society's 15-year (now completed) project to save, preserve, and restore the Little Brown 

Church and turn it into the Pacifica Coastside Museum (the doors opened in August of 2015), since the 

clock turned from the year 1999 to the year 2000, the members of the PHS have, figuratively, stormed the 

annals of Pacifica's history with rolled up sleeves and unwavering determination – and constant 

fundraising – to create magic. Four of these projects are highlighted in this PHS story: The Mural Project, 

Restoration of Ocean Shore Railroad Car 1409, the Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little Brown 

Church, and the reintroduction of Pacifica Jack Cheese. But before presenting these highlighted projects, 

here are a few representative photos of PHS members in some of their fundraising modes. 

 

   
 Jean Bartlett 2013 photo Jean Bartlett 2013 photo Jean Bartlett 2014 photo 

Jerry Crow helps host a Paul Slavin dresses up as LT James Carr, USCG, who Erika Rigling welcomes guests at 

luncheon fundraiser at the resided at Pacifica's castle during WWII. This is part of a work-in-progress Little Brown 

Pacifica Moose Lodge. the PHS's popular historic character-presented tours at  Church and Future Museum 

 . the Sam Mazza Castle.  celebration. 

 

 
    Jean Bartlett photo  

In 2011, Clorinda Campagna, Pat Kremer, Jim Kremer, Kathy McGuire and Shirlee Gibbs get ready 

for the upcoming fundraiser, "Winters Tavern Throws a Prom for the Little Brown Church." 
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The Mural Project 

 

This first historical mural project is a collaboration of the PHS, a crew of PHS volunteers, artist David 

Alonzo and Crespi Mini Storage – the mural was painted on the storage facility's east facing wall. The 

mural was instigated in 2014 by the late Pacifican Stevan Phillips, a longtime appreciator of murals, and 

his buddy Sue Digre, three-time Pacifica Mayor and longtime City Councilmember, and put into action 

by then PHS President Kathleen Manning and her husband geographer, antiquarian book dealer and map 

specialist Bill Hall. 

 

  
                Jean Bartlett photo                                                                  Jean Bartlett photo 

Mural artist David Alonzo begins the PHS Crespi Drive Historic Mural instigator Stevan Phillips, August 30, 2014. 

Art Project on August 30, 2014. 

 

Titled "Ocean Shore Railroad at the Beach," the 72-foot long, 12-foot high mural depicts the era of the 

OSRR, 1908-1920, which ran back and forth from San Francisco to Tunitas Glen, 26 miles north of Santa 

Cruz. The mural specifically presents Pacifica during that time frame, with its artichoke fields, shorebirds, 

colorful beachgoers, historic Sanchez Adobe (the Sanchez Adobe is the oldest building in San Mateo 

County), and other Pacifica treats including the train itself. Artist David Alonzo painted the mural's first 

brushstroke on August 30, 2014, and on May 1, 2016, this recipient of a Beautification Award from the 

City of Pacifica was dedicated. The PHS sees the success of this mural as the first of many mural projects. 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett 2016 photo 

Heading east down Crespi Drive towards Highway 1 and the Pacific Ocean, this PHS mural is as 

beautiful as the sky above it. 
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Restoration of Ocean Shore Railroad Car 1409 

 

In 1909, the W.L. Holman Car Company of San Francisco built Car 1409 for the Ocean Shore Railroad. 

She was a beauty. The Journal of Electricity, Power and Gas (Vol. XV-No. 7, July 1905) gives a 

description of the Holman passenger car. "The outside sills of the bottom frame are made of heavy I-

beams, filled with seasoned Oregon pine thoroughly bolted, and the inside sills and intermediate framing 

is also of Oregon pine. All posts in the body frame are of Eastern white ash, the roof carlines are of pine, 

the roof being strengthened by means of steel carlines, while the roof itself is of tongued and grooved 

redwood covered with heavy cotton duck, put on with thick white lead. The interior of the car is finished 

in Spanish cedar, with ceilings of birdseye maple veneering." 

 

In 1920, the OSRR made its last run and Passenger Car 1409, like the rest of dream railroad, passed into 

memory. Except that in 2004, Jeff Millerick, railcar restoration expert and Preservation Chair of the 

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society, discovered a dilapidated old railcar as he walked along 

the former railroad right-of-way in Sebastopol, CA. It was in the backyard of a private residence, between 

two oak trees. It had recently been trimmed of its massive camouflaging overgrowth. It looked beyond 

repair. It was slated to be destroyed in two weeks. 

 

Jeff called in railroad historian and O.S.R.R. expert John Schmale to identify the car. Nearly a skeleton, it 

nevertheless revealed an old grandeur and faint above the door were the numbers "1409." Racing against 

time, John contacted then PHS President Kathleen Manning and she made it clear, Pacifica wanted its 

history back.  

 

Pacifican and master carpenter Scott Lindner was immediately brought on board and the all-volunteer 

PHS, led by Kathleen and Scott, got the railcar to Pacifica – no small undertaking involving stabilization 

repairs, jacks, a flatbed truck, 65 miles, the Golden Gate Bridge and a lot of fingers crossed – to begin Car 

1409's long, multi-faceted, labor-intensive restoration and fundraising project. With the restoration of the 

Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little Brown Church completed, at this point in time this is the number 

one massive project on the shoulders of the PHS volunteers. 

 

  
    PHS 2004 photo            Jean Bartlett, May 16, 2013 photo 

Nearly destroyed, Car 1409 is discovered in a backyard in   Master carpenter Scott Lindner guides the move of Car 

Sebastopol, CA. 1409 from one location in Pacifica to another. 

 

The Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little Brown Church 

 

Karl and Eileen Baldwin have owned their home in Pacifica's Pedro Point neighborhood since shortly 

after Pacifica incorporated on November 22, 1957. Appointed Pacifica's first City Manager by Pacifica's 

first City Council in 1958, Karl served until 1967 when he, Eileen and their two children, rented out their 

hillside home for an opportunity to live abroad for 15 years. Once they returned to their Pacifica home, 

Karl and Eileen again became very involved Pacificans and to this day are members of the PHS. 
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In the 2010 Footprints of Pacifica Episode 88, Karl discussed the efforts of the PHS to preserve and 

restore the Little Brown Church. 

 

"Way back in the early part of this century, a lady 

appeared before the City Council," Karl said. "Her 

name was Lydia Azevedo and she asked the Council, 

'What are you going to do with the vacated Little 

Brown Church? It served for 19 years as a police 

department and now it is vacant and it is an old building 

and it deserves to be preserved.' There was no 

immediate answer on this but the PHS took on the 

challenge of making sure the LBC was preserved and 

would remain where it stood. 

 

"That was a big challenge because there were plans to 

remove the building and to cut it in two and perhaps 

sell the entire site. The Historical Society went to work 

to get the word out. 'We have a project and it is to save 

and reconstruct the LBC!'" 
                                                                Jean Bartlett 2014 photo 

Karl Baldwin at Little Brown Church "work" event. 

 

"In any case, the Historical Society established a committee which went to work on not only financing it 

but also restoring it and these efforts went forward from that date," Karl went on to say. "In the process, 

the challenge was to have some kind of a connection between the Society and the Church, either a lease or 

an ownership. The necessity for having a lease became immediately apparent and we went to work on 

drawing a lease and establishing a relationship between the building and the Society so that it would be 

possible to raise funds for that purpose. It (also) became apparent that was not enough. The matter of 

keeping the church on the site would be of public interest and we knew it had to come to an election. We 

circulated the necessary papers and it was brought to an election." 

 

Longtime Pacifican, PHS member and Little Brown Church Restoration Chair Shirlee Gibbs, was also 

interviewed in the 2010 Footprints of Pacifica Episode 88. 

 

"June 1, 2001, was the first meeting of the LBC Preservation Committee," Shirlee said. "Meetings to save 

the LBC were unproductive with the City and the following three years we went through an initiative 

election process, lease negotiations and finally on September 13, 2005, we signed a 20-year lease with the 

City. Work began immediately entirely made up of volunteers removing and disposing of items left in the 

building by the police department. (These items included: desks, file cabinets, wiring and dispatch 

equipment.) Interviews were held with historic preservation architects and one was chosen to secure an 

up-to-date survey, develop as-built plans, and develop a project plan suitable for soliciting bids for 

restoration. Knowing we would rely heavily on grant generation, a committee was formed to attract grant 

money to the project. Cost estimated for renovation of the building and certificates of general liability 

insurance were also needed. All these details needed to be worked out prior to beginning to restore this 

structure."  

 

The building was tented for five days to destroy subterranean termite infestation and wood boring beetles 

at a cost of $15,000, Local contractor David Blackman reinforced the roof support by cutting a hole in the 

upper western side of the building and inserting a glulam beam. Another local contractor Rick Lee and his 

son Casey also helped with interior work and brought their trucks to haul away debris. 
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 Jean Bartlett photo 

Shirlee Gibbs, inside the Little Brown Church, walks this Pacifica Tribune writer through 

restoration-progress-to-date in July of 2010.  

 

The composition and wood-shingled roof was removed, plywood sheathing was applied, with felt over 

plywood, fifty-year fiberglass laminated shingles were placed, and new metal flashing and ridge vent 

were installed. In conjunction with the $34,580 new roof, a contract was awarded for installation of 

copper gutters and drain pipes. Meanwhile the City was petitioned to give the Historical Society a blanket 

waiver of $10,000 in permit fees. (Exemption was granted in May of 2010.) 

 

In the upper bell tower, rain had seeped in, the windows leaked and the sidewalls were mildewed and 

moist. The removal of sheet rock and moldy insulation revealed horrific decay. Restoration on the bell 

tower alone was about $50,000. Karl and Eileen Baldwin donated $25,000 to the cause. 

 

The south side of the building had severe weather damage and the Follner family (4F Group) took on this 

contract and donated many hours of their time. 

 

Wiring was replaced and rough-in plumbing was done. The City, as property owner, replaced the old 

sewer line from the street to the building. 

 

In her Footprints interview, Shirlee went into greater detail of the building's south side "severe weather 

damage" as well as other highlights. 

 

"Redwood siding, trim and fascia and the planks on the buttresses were curled up and split," Shirlee 

explained in Footprints Episode 88. "Entire new buttresses were installed with cement pads and a new 

door and some siding. Before this work began, nine bottle brush trees had to be removed from the side of 

the building. They were creating moisture. The next phase was painting the south side of the building and 

then we began on the interior. 
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"The lath and plaster which was severely damaged, especially the ceiling area, was removed (by the 

Pacifica Islanders Football Team players, staff and family members) along with un-needed partitions 

placed by the police department. It was heavy, dirty work. Earlier, we had PG&E (Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company) disconnect our electric source from the City and a new meter panel amassed outside 

and junction box with outlets installed. The Restoration Team next made the decision to have the 

electrical rough-in work done and this has been done, inspected and passed by the City. Also nine smoke 

detectors, hard-wired with battery backup have been placed throughout the building. Rough-in plumbing 

was next on the agenda and we encountered a major problem with a blocked sewer line from the roots of 

a heritage tree in the northeast portion of the building. The City, as property owner, has completely 

replaced the old line from the street to the building. A contract has been signed with a local firm to install 

energy-efficient furnace complete with new registers, grills and thermostats." 

 

By July of 2015, more than $500,000 had been raised and spent on the renovation project. This amount 

included a generous $200,000 donation from the Pacifica Lions Club in January of 2014. 

 

"We started out with some scrimmage," PHS President Kathleen Manning said when interviewed by this 

writer on January 11, 2014. "Contributions from individuals gave us our first down. Our second down 

came through all the great businesses that have helped. All of our extraordinary (PHS) volunteers through 

rummage sales, concerts, Sam's Castle tours, partnering events and so many other ingenious fundraising 

events to pay for the work needed, brought us to the 70-yard line. Now the fabulous Pacifica Lions Club 

has given us a golden football which will take us through the goal." Kathleen also gave a heartfelt thanks 

to Shirlee Gibbs. "You are our great quarterback." 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett photo 

Pictured left to right at the Little Brown Church January 11, 2014 "final-restoration-countdown" 

celebration are: Pacifica Councilmember Sue Digre, President of the Pacifica Historical Society 

Kathleen Manning, President of the Pacifica Lions Club Shirlee Gibbs and Pacifica Lions Club 

Membership Chair Sherry Hansel.  
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One of the toughest project hurdles for the members of the PHS was the three-story lift required by the 

ADA (American with Disabilities Act). Bleyle Elevator, Inc., a family-owned and operated company 

located in Pacifica, stepped in to lend a hand. 

 

In October of 2011, Bleyle Elevator paid for the delivery and the forklift and brought the lift into the 

Little Brown Church building. Mr. Bleyle purchased it for the Society at a cost of $20,000. He promised 

he would install it pro bono towards the end of the building's restoration and he did exactly just that on 

July 11, 2015. He also secured the State inspection.  

 

 
 Shirlee Gibbs photo 

Curtis Bleyle, Eric Bleyle and their Bleyle Elevator team inside the Little Brown 

Church in July of 2015. 

 

All ADA compliance work required was achieved by the Historical Society's volunteers, and that work 

additionally included handicap accessibility of the upper and lower bathrooms, as well as the entrance. 

 

"It is because of the generosity of Bleyle Elevator and other individuals and companies along the way, 

that we have been able to bring this building back to life," Kathleen Manning said in a 2015 interview 

with this writer, also noting huge thanks to the Gust Family (owners of Pacifica's famous Nick's Seafood 

Restaurant and its neighboring Sea Breeze Motel in Rockaway) and to Recology of the Coast. 

 

"We are very proud of our Gust Family Warming Kitchen," Kathleen pointed out, "which features 

appliances from Recology of the Coast. Recology also helped us create our drought resistant native plant 

garden. There are so many to thank along this journey including the Pacifica Moose Lodge, who gave us 

our new front doors in 2014. This building once had such a cohesive role in the earliest days of our 

Coastside history as a center of community life, and the fact that so many in Pacifica today have really 

cared enough to let her shine again says a lot about who we are as a community." 

 

You can read about who the Little Brown Church was in her earliest days, and on through the present, in 

one of the permanent exhibits in the Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little Brown Church. On 

Saturday, August 22, 2015, the members of the PHS held the Gala Opening for the Pacifica Coastside 

Museum (Little Brown Church Building 1910). It was an extraordinarily attended and celebrated event 

which made headlines throughout the San Francisco Bay Area. Included in the opening of the Museum 

was the opening of the PHS-run Museum Gift Shop, which carries: Footprints of Pacifica episodes; 

Pacifica Jack, California's original jack cheese; and constantly changing memorabilia, which can 

additionally be purchased through the Pacifica Historical Society online: www.pacificahistory.org. The 

Gift Shop helps support the building. (PHS volunteer Deidra Kennedy is credited with getting the 

Museum operation up and running on a paying basis, no small task.) 

http://www.bartlettbiographies.com/
http://www.pacificahistory.org/


Author: Jean Bartlett. © 2017 (www.bartlettbiographies.com) 

The story of the Pacifica Historical Society (page 10) 

 

 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett photo 

While the PHS had accomplished major work to the Little Brown Church by the time this 

2010 photo was taken, a lot of work was still needed and PHS fundraising was relentless. 

 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett photo 

The Little Brown Church has new front doors, courtesy of the Pacifica Moose Lodge, 

March 2014. 
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 Jean Bartlett photo 

In 2017, the Pacifica Historical Society's Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little 

Brown Church – in a side profile – is a living reminder of the quote by American 

anthropologist Margaret Mead: "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." 

 

The reintroduction of Pacifica Jack Cheese 

 

PHS President Emerita Kathleen Manning – the owner of Manning's Books and Prints Old and Rare and a 

recognized expert in the specialty field of antique prints, maps and books – is a collector of 19th century 

to pre-1950 cookbooks. As the fates would have it, Kathleen came across a first edition, 1937, of "Eating 

Around San Francisco" by Ruth Thompson and Chef Louis Hanges. 

 

Each restaurant featured offers a page-turning story which truly defines what sets it apart from the crowd. 

Modern day readers will step into familiar places such as the Palace Hotel, the Beach Chalet and 

Fisherman's Grotto, as well as favorites now only in the past which include: Mission Dolores Grill, 

Frank's Place at Moss Beach and Ray Mori's Place at Pacifica's Mori's Point. It's the latter that created 

Pacifica Jack. 

 

"In a rambling, old-fashioned but comfortable 21-room farmhouse, high over the cliffs brooding over the 

waters of the Pacific, just 11 miles south of San Francisco, Ray Mori and his wife, Marie, live on 10 of 

the original 19 acres which Stefano Mori bought on his arrival from Italy in 1888," authors Ruth 

Thompson and Chef Louis Hanges write.  

 

The story goes on to note all the assets of the country-style hotel and restaurant – the wooden back porch 

that leads into the bar, the kitchen brimming with the aromas of "cooking sauces, soups and meats," the 

private dining rooms off the long hall, the dance floor with the piano and radio, the charming guest 

rooms, and the beautiful storeroom filled with cheeses and "salami hung from the ceiling." 

 

But here is the Pacifica Jack cheese evidentiary paragraph, page 285, "Eating Around San Francisco." 
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"Returning to the bar room to talk with the Mori's before dinner was served," one of the author's writes, 

"I was interested to discover that it was Stefano Mori who first made what we today call Monterey 

cheese. Having been born and brought up in Italy, Stefano and his wife learned how to make cheese. They 

made it on their Mori Point property, getting their rennet from the stomach of a freshly killed calf. The 

cheese was very good. An Italian named Baldocchi was a friend of the family. He learned how to make 

the cheese and went to Monterey and manufactured it on a commercial scale. As he was on the Jack 

Ranch (owned by notorious scoundrel David Jacks) the cheese is now known as Jack or Monterey 

Cheese." 

 

The finder of this 1937 treasure, the ever-resourceful Ms. Manning, also discovered Stefano's original 

recipe and Pacifica Jack was reborn. Pacifica Jack, made for the Pacifica Historical Society by a 

professional cheesemaker, sells for $8 a pound and it is popular. The late Stevan Phillips donated a wine 

refrigerator to the PHS in 2015 which meant the delicious buttery Pacifica cheese was served at the 

Pacifica Coastside Museum's August 2015 Gala Opening. It also means it is available for purchase in the 

Museum's store. In addition, this cheese instigated the phrase, "If You Don't Know Pacifica, You Don't 

Know Jack," and it has been the star of the 2016 and 2017 Pacifica Jack Cheese Contest at the Pacifica 

Coastside Museum. This contest brings a lineup of Bay Area cheese chefs to see who can win the taste 

buds of the event's team of judges - cheese and food aficionados all – in the Pacifica Jack cheese hors 

d'oeuvres, desserts and creative use challenge. Following the contestant' award process, the crowd rushes 

in to enjoy all of the creations along with a glass of wine. It is a hugely popular event and is already being 

planned for 2018. 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett 2015 photo 

The Pacifica Historical Society's prize-winning Pacifica Jack cheese. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~  
Shirley Drye noted in her 2010 Footprints of Pacifica Episode 88 interview, that the Historical Society 

got its start in 1976 as an outgrowth of the U.S. Bicentennial. 

 

"By the time the Bicentennial was over there was a lot of talk and feeling that we wanted to form a 

historical society," Shirley said. "Up to that point in time we had a City historian and that was filled by a 

woman named Angel (Stewart). She was quite a character here locally and was an (older) woman when I 

arrived back in the 1950s." (Apparently Angel used to laugh that she kept the history of Pacifica and its 

"secrets," stowed under her bed. She was also a great painter, famous for her outhouse paintings which 

sold quite well.)  
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 PHS file photo, date unknown 

Angel Stewart, Pacifica's first City Historian. (For posterity purposes, Angel 

 is listed at 470 Brighton Rd. in San Mateo County's 1977 phonebook.) 

 

In a City of Pacifica press release which ran Monday, February 27, 1961 in the San Mateo Times, it was 

noted that Angel, along with the Pacifica's first City Mayor Jean Fassler – Jean served as Pacifica's mayor 

multiple times – would be a part of the host committee which would be welcoming the San Mateo County 

Historical Association to an introduction of Pacifica – Thursday, March 2, 1961, at Pacifica's then City 

Hall. 

 

"Pacifica's first mayor, Mrs. Jean Fassler, will speak on problems encountered in launching a new city. 

Mayor Harold Feyge will welcome the association. Mrs. Edna Laurel Calhan will lead a session of 'Show 

and Tell,' and recount experiences of early days on the coast. 

 

"Association President J. Hart Clinton will present guests. 

 

"Members of the host committee include: Eldred E. Lokker, director of the city department of parks, 

beaches and recreation; city historian Mrs. Angel Stewart, Mrs. Calhan and Mrs. H. E. Moseley. 

 

"Pacifica is considered the 'cradle of San Mateo County's history.' 

 

"From here San Francisco Bay was discovered by the Portola Expedition of 1769, and the first county 

crops were grown here. 

 

"Called by the Indians, 'Arami,' it was renamed San Pedro by the Spaniards. Experimental plants by Fray 

Francisco Palou in 1785 were successful, and a granary and living quarters were built while the 

plantings were increased. 

 

Limestone was first quarried here; a hill still being quarried at Rockaway Beach was used as a source of 

lime to whitewash the Presidio walls. Nearby Calera Valley is named for the lime pit. 

 

"An epidemic caused the mission activity to move to San Mateo but the area continued to be used for 

grazing. 

 

"The historic Sanchez Adobe here was built for a home, later was the scene of brilliant social affairs, then 

became a hunting lodge, an artichoke packing shed, and a bootleg saloon." 
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Angel Stewart, who additionally served on the library staff, can also be found in an October 23, 1963, San 

Mateo Times events mention. 

 

"ART GUILD board members discuss plans for the Fourth Annual Formal Fine Arts and Crafts Exhibits, 

November 2 and 3, at the historic Pedro Point Firehouse. The board members are: Angel Stewart, 

hostess; Sydney Clark, refreshments; Lillian Neathery, publicity; and Roberta Ewald, president. 

 

"Dema Savage was the first president of the Pacifica Historical Society," Shirley Drye goes on to say in 

2010 Footprints of Pacifica Episode 88. "She was one of the most interesting, intelligent and competent 

people I have ever known. Delightful as a friend, she had one shortcoming, and in some ways it wasn't a 

shortcoming. She was not good at delegating. She was fast moving and she just found it easier to do 

things herself. What transpired as she and her husband acquired the Vallemar Station Restaurant and 

managed it, was that Dema did everything herself and the Historical Society went into a quiescent phase 

with no meetings. Anything that needed to be done, Dema took care of. She certainly made a huge 

contribution to the community both as City Historian (an upaid position) and as the first president of the 

Society." 

 

Jerry Crow, a member of the PHS since 1993, who 

also served as President of the PHS for seven years, 

is currently serving as the Society's Treasurer, 

Chairman of the Archives Committee and one of 

the Museum's exhibit curators. He has also 

costumed up a number of times, for fundraising 

events, in the guise of the real-life Dr. Galen 

Hickok. Arrested in 1920, Dr. Hickok was charged 

with performing illegal abortions at the castle and 

was sentenced to five years at San Quentin. Visit 

Sam's Castle for more details. Because of Jerry's 

willingness to dig through files, there are PHS file 

photos and roster names that would not be in this 

story without him. 
                                                                          Jean Bartlett 2015 photo 

Jerry Crow, as Dr. Galen Hickok, at Sam's Castle. 

 

"When Dema Savage was president that first year," Jerry noted, "the names on the roster at that time 

included: Jean Aramburn, Marian Ballew, Kathy Drake, Alice Fix, Charlise Heiser, Maxine Herr, Sheila 

Hyman, Grace and Carl McCarthy, Mary Pavka, Kaye Reinhertz, Margaret Rich, Margaret Risinger, 

Shirley Drye, Bob Siebert, Angel Stewart and Marian Thoried." 

 

"The Society became dormant in about 1978," Jerry went on to say, "although the then principal officers 

remained in office: Dema Savage, president; Donna Starr, vice president; John Curtis, treasurer; and the 

secretary, whose name is not listed. In early 1983, the Society resumed activities. Donna Starr was 

president, Jerry Gerrans was vice president, John Curtis was treasurer and Jackie Sheffer served as 

secretary. Also active and presumed to be board members were: Joe Fulford, photo curator; Grace 

McCarthy, historical preservation ordinance; Dema Savage video media, archivist and City historian; Bob 

Seibert, liaison to Sanchez Adobe docents; and Shirley Drye, Sanchez Adobe docent coordinator. In mid-

1983, Laverne Meeks took over for a time as treasurer. In late 1983, Paul and Lydia Azevedo show up in 

the minutes. Also in 1983, the Historical Society presented its mission statement. 'To contribute to the 

enrichment of our city as a living environment by exploring, recording, preserving and popularizing its 

historical heritage.'" 

 

Shirley Drye, in her 2010 Footprints interview, reiterates that Paul Azevedo, a longtime popular Pacifica 

Tribune columnist, "The Reactor," and his wife Lydia, an equally popular teacher, were huge fans of local 
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history and "they were with the Historical Society all the way, making a contribution and part of the 

history themselves." Shirley also devotes time in her Footprints interview talking about Pacifica's Grace 

McCarthy. Grace – also a multi-mayor of Pacifica with a long list of public service accomplishments and 

appointments, including appointment to the first Coastal Conservation Commission for Pacifica and to the 

California State Coastal Commission – really gave the Historical Society a much needed boost in 1987. 

 

"In 1987, Grace McCarthy, a very involved member of the Pacifica Historical Society, was awarded the 

opportunity by the Peninsula Community Foundation to contribute $10,000 to the nonprofit of her 

choice," Shirley said. 

 

Footprints Episode 88 segment host Rebekah Hays researched this $10,000 donation, the Koshland 

Award, and found the reasons behind it, expressed by Grace McCarthy herself, in an article that ran in the 

Pacifica Tribune. 

 

"The organization Grace was going to give this, had to meet this criteria of hers," Rebekah said. (The PHS 

intern's photo is left, courtesy of the PHS and Segment 88 Director Robert Twigg.) "'It had to be long 

lasting so it was an investment not just an expenditure, it should benefit both the young and the old and 

should have an educational tie-in, it should involve many volunteers, and it should benefit this 

community. In addition, it should hopefully be an example for other community organizations, and it 

should involve a worthwhile project that might go too long delayed without this windfall. The Pacifica 

Historical Society met my tests. In the four short years since it has been reactivated, much has been 

accomplished. Enlargements of old pictures have been secured and exhibited, the first interview tapes 

made, video/TV tapes and slide collections are growing, informative quarterly meetings are being held 

and files are made available for research to the public.'" 

 

The segment host noted she found this article because, "The Tribune donated all their newspaper morgues 

to the Historical Society in 1990 and a group known as 'The Clippers,' got together and got to work on 

cutting out all the articles that are important to Pacifica's history and building the archives." 

 

Shirley Drye said there were many 

who leant their time and service to 

recording Pacifica's history, some 

whose names she couldn't recall. 

But she would definitely want to 

credit the late Bill Drake, the 

editor, publisher and owner of the 

Pacifica Tribune from 1959 to 

1989. Bill not only gave print to 

Pacifica's history and in-the-

moment doings, he would also 

become a very dedicated member 

of the PHS. Also among the 

standouts celebrated by the 

members of the PHS are two more 

recently involved participants, 

filmmakers Robert Twigg and 

Steve Brown. "They have brought 

professionalism to our Footprints 

of Pacifica shows," Kathleen 

Manning stated. 
 PHS file photo, undated 

Bill Drake, on the job at the Pacifica Tribune. 
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So many over the years have been PHS Officers and Board Members, Emeritus Directors and Committee 

Chairs. The following list of names fall under these three categories only and many belong to multiple 

lists dating back to 2003, and most likely long before, and some go on forward through 2014: Barbara 

Arietta, Lydia Azevedo, Paul Azevedo, Karl Baldwin, Judy Barton, Elliot Blackstone, JoAn Blackstone, 

Betty Jean Brown, Nita Buchanan, Clorinda Campagna, Jerry Crow, Mary Dougherty, Bill Drake, Shirley 

Drye, Betty Garner, Shirlee Gibbs, Maxine Hines, Helen James, Deidra Kennedy, Kay Kirkland, Pat 

Kremer, Kathleen Manning, John Meria, Katherine Meria, Karin Murray, Dody Payne, Lorraine Regan, 

Erika Rigling, Richard Della Santina, Paul Slavin, Andrea Souza and Frank Winston. 

 

Jerry Crow provided this 2017 list of all PHS Officers and Board Members, Emeritus Directors and 

Committee Chairs. PHS Officers Paul Slavin, President; Erika Rigling, Vice President and PHS 

Newsletter Editor; Pat Kremer, Secretary; Jerry Crow, Treasurer; and Board Members Barbara Arietta, 

Judy Barton, Clorinda Campagna, Richard Della Santina, Mary Dougherty, Shirlee Gibbs, Deidra 

Kennedy and Kathleen Manning. Emeritus Directors: Karl Baldwin, JoAnn Blackstone, Betty Jean 

Brown, Nita Buchanan and Helen James. Committee Chairs: Jerry Crow, archives; Kathleen Manning, 

books; Helen James, clippings; Jerry Crow, displays; Kathleen Manning, Fog Fest; Clorinda Campagna 

and Mary Dougherty, fundraising; Deidra Kennedy, membership; Erika Rigling, newsletter; Jerry Crow, 

OSRR Car project; and Erika Rigling, speakers bureau. 

 

In Footprints Episode 88, Shirley Drye discussed what it meant to her to be a part of the Pacifica 

Historical Society. 

 

"I consider it a privilege to be a part of the Pacifica Historical Society and to have participated in helping 

create these Footprints videos," Shirley said. "Everything we do, to me, is both gratifying and fun. I find 

that in volunteer efforts those are two really important aspects. We preserve the past, we are making it 

come alive and we are creating an educational environment for youngsters who are interested in history 

and will be able to do research and find whatever aspect they are looking for. There are so many aspects 

to Pacifica's history." 

 

At a June 9, 2017 Car 1409 fundraiser held at the Pacifica Coastside Museum at the Little Brown Church, 

various members of the PHS weighed in on their involvement in the Society. 

 

"I've been with the Historical Society about seven years," said 

Stephen Talsky, a Pacifica resident since 1989. "I joined when I 

went on my first castle tour. I fell in love with the castle tour so 

much that I couldn't say no to joining the Historical Society, 

especially because they have quarterly meetings at the castle. I 

love history. I didn't know much about the history of Pacifica 

but I've learned a lot since I've been here. It's important and it's a 

pleasure to promote." 

 

"When we first put the Little Brown Church on the ballot, I 

became a member," said longtime Pacifican Charlise Heiser. "I 

was a member of the Church when it was our community 

church. My husband and I were married here, 60 years ago. 

When it was a police department, I dropped by a couple of 

times. I'm still mad at the mess they left. We've done miracles 

considering what it looked like when we took it over." 
Stephen Talsky, January 2017.  Jean Bartlett photo 

 

Jean Brink and her husband have lived in Pacifica for 42 years. She has been a member of the PHS for at 

least 10 years and for the last four years plus, has been the cashier at the Little Brown Church rummage 

sales – frequent work-intensive fundraisers. 
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"I think it's important for people to know the history of where they live or visit," Jean said. "People can 

learn from what happened in the past and perhaps use that information to make the future better." 

 

"I am a member of the Pacifica Historical Society because well, there are cute guys here," Deidra 

Kennedy noted good-naturedly. "I became a member in 2006. Since calling Pacifica my hometown since 

1954, I have always been interested in preserving and promoting our history and this gives me a perfect 

opportunity to help. We, at the PHS, are so thankful that our parents and grandparents preserved history 

so we have something to display and now that we are preserving the present, our descendants will have 

something to display in 100 years and more." 

 

"Thanks to the friendships and wisdom of the members, after I joined the Society in 1993, I was drawn 

further and further into participation in the organization and into a more profound appreciation of the 

importance of history," Jerry Crow said. "History honors the lives of those who have contributed in 

significant ways to life as we know it, and history illuminates the past problems, successes and trends that 

continue to influence our lives today." 

 

"My wife and I have lived in Pacifica for 11 years and I have been a member of the Historical Society for 

five years," Paul Slavin said. "I joined because I have an overall interest in history of all types, 

international, national, state and local. I really admire the rebuilding and renovation of this building here 

and all the work the members of the Society did to make it happen." 

 

"I've been a member of the Society for nine years," said Kathy McGuire, a Pacifican since 1971. "I like 

history and realized that history is your hometown as well, not just ancient history or world history. And 

when I witnessed the main group of the Historical Society push on the Little Brown Church, they were 

working so hard, I knew needed to roll up my sleeves and help them. I was really impressed." 

 

"I have lived here in Pacifica for over 50 years," Nattie Juvland said. "I am from Salinas and always 

wanted to retire in Pacific Grove and Pacifica is sort of like Pacific Grove. It's a place I want to be 

involved in which is why I have been a member of the Historical Society for 10 years." 

 

"I have lived in Pacifica since 1962 and became a member of the Society 12 years ago," said Marv 

Morganti. "I had friends with the Society and that's why I joined it. It is absolutely important to maintain 

our history. We lose it if we don't chronicle it." 

 

Longtime PHS volunteer member Mary Dougherty offered some of her thoughts on being involved with 

the Pacifica Historical Society in an earlier interview with this writer. 

 

"First I'd like to recognize the number of volunteers that 

come and help at our rummage sales," Mary said, "and 

also work in the yard outside the Museum. I'd also like to 

recognize the people who purchase things at our 

rummage sales. These individuals are all responsible for 

opening our doors." 

 

"There is so much history in Pacifica," Mary went on to 

say. "For instance, many people don't know that Jack 

London spent a small part of his childhood here. They 

also don't know about the Sharp Park Internment Camp. 

It was first used during the Depression to house indigent 

men from San Francisco. During WWII it became a 

relocation center for Germans, Italians and Japanese.  

Pacifica's history is fascinating." 
                                                                     Jean Bartlett photo 

   Mary Dougherty at PHS 2014 fundraiser. 
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The late frank d. winston – who jokingly referred to himself as Emperor of Pacifica (and the nickname 

took), liked his name in print in lower case, and coined the City's 50th Anniversary slogan, "I love 

Pacifica, and you will, too" – hosted 45 episodes of Footprints of Pacifica. At the end of each episode, 

frank signed off with a quote from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's A Psalm of Life: "Lives of great men 

all remind us ~ We can make our lives sublime, ~ And, departing, leave behind us ~ Footprints on the 

sands of time." 

 

The following photographs, present a few more of the many faces that have dedicated time to the Pacifica 

Historical Society over the years. 

 

 

  
 courtesy photo  Jean Bartlett photo 

frank d. winston in the guise of Henry McCloskey Barbara Arietta, PHS event, 2013. 

at the Sam Mazza Castle, circa 2007. 

 

 

 

  
                                                        PHS file photo, circa 2015                                             PHS file photo, circa 2007 

Katherine Meria, working at PHS outdoor fundraiser. John Meria and Scott Lindner with car 1409.   
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Jean Brink, 2010, at the newly named Kay Kirkland, 2011. 

Jean E. Brink Swimming Pool. 

 

  
                                                                                   Jean Bartlett photo                                                      Jean Bartlett photo 

Marv Morganti, 2014.  Maxine Hines, 2014. 
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 Mayor Grace McCarthy, 1967. Carl McCarthy, circa 1970. 
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Sheila Hyman, 2014. Connie Mason (Brown), 1957.  
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 Jean Bartlett photo Jean Bartlett photo 

Filmmaker Robert Twigg, 2011. Filmmaker Steve Brown, 2013. 
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Kathy McGuire at PHS 2014 fundraiser. Clorinda Campagna at PHS 2014 fundraiser. 

 

http://www.bartlettbiographies.com/


Author: Jean Bartlett. © 2017 (www.bartlettbiographies.com) 

The story of the Pacifica Historical Society (page 22) 

 

 

 
 Jean Bartlett photo 

PHS volunteers Suzanne Lamar, Pat Kremer and Jerry Crow line up the Portola 

exhibit, two  weeks prior to the Museum's August 22, 2015 Gala Opening. 
 

 

 
 courtesy photo 

 Paul and Lydia Azevedo, circa 2000. 
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 PHS file photo 

Car 1409 work party, May of 2010: Chuck Luhry, Scott Lindner, Kathleen Manning,  

Mary Dougherty and Marv Morganti.  

 

 

  
                                                                              Pacifica Mizpah photo                                       Jean Bartlett 2015 photo 

Helen James, 2015, Mizpah luncheon. Paul Slavin at the Sam Mazza Castle. 
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Deidra Kennedy at 2015 PHS event. Nattie Juvland at 2015 PHS event. 

 

 

 

 
                         PHS file photo 

Doretta Kennedy at Car 1409 work project, 2009. 

 

 

 

 
©2017 Jean Bartlett. (Sponsored by Pacifica City Councilmember Sue Digre and written for the Pacifica Historical Society. 

Permission granted to the Pacifica Historical Society to present this story at their Pacifica Coastside Museum and online at 

PHS-labeled online resources.) 

 

http://www.bartlettbiographies.com/
http://www.pacificahistory.org/

