
At the plate with Pacifica's No. 1 Sports Fan ~ An interview-biography with Horace Hinshaw 
By Jean Bartlett (www.bartlettbiographies.com) 
Pacifica Historical Society / Jean Bartlett ©2022.  

 

 

 

1 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 27, 2022 
_______________ 

 

"Horace Hinshaw, Mr. Pacifica in my view, is a workhorse in serving the Pacifica community 

as a volunteer and leader," said retired Pacifica Senior Services Recreation Manager Jim 

Lange. "He has a partner in good deeds, his wife Marian. The two of them put in countless 

hours serving the community of all ages to enhance the lives and services provided."  

 
 

As a kid, the Pacifica Tribune's longtime 

sports editor Horace Hinshaw liked to sit in 

front of the radio and listen to broadcast 

games. He would often imitate the announcer 

doing play-by-play commentary. Towards 

the end of his high school years, he thought 

radio announcing and sports writing might 

"make for a fun career." With that in mind, 

he headed off to Arkansas State University in 

Jonesboro, AR, in the fall of 1958. His first 

year was all about core curriculum. He also 

participated in ROTC (Reserve Officers' 

Training Corps) his first and second year. He 

lived on campus all four years and during his 

first year he additionally worked in the 

University's cafeteria – just for a little extra 

money. But that was the only year he worked 

during college. He didn't have time after that. 

In his second year he started writing for The 

Herald, the newspaper produced by students 

in the School of Media and Journalism at 

ASU. He was also equally involved with 

KASU, the broadcasting service of Arkansas State University. In his third year, along with Andy Morris 

and Terry Everett, Horace served as sports editor at The Herald. In his fourth year, Horace and Richard 

McCann served as the paper's co-editors. He kept the same pace with ASU's public radio station and by 

his fourth year, he was KASU's station manager. The following is excerpted from the pages of ASU's 

1962 yearbook: Hinshaw, Horace Edgar, Little Rock – BS; Lambda Chi Alpha, Corresponding Secretary; 

Press Club, Vice-President; Radio Club, Vice-President; Station Manager and Program Director of 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the plate with Pacifica's No. 1 Sports Fan ~ 
An interview-biography with Pacifican Horace Hinshaw 
 
By Jean Bartlett 
(A Pacifica Historical Society Project) 

Arkansas State University student, newspaper editor and radio 

station manager Horace Hinshaw in 1962. KASU, the university's 

non-commercial public radio station, has been licensed to ASU 

since 1957. In 2007, Horace returned to ASU as guest speaker for 

the radio station's 50th anniversary. 
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KASU; Sports Editor of College Herald; Editor of College Herald; Pershing Rifles. The latter would be 

during his time with ROTC.  

 

 
Co-sports editors of ASU's The Herald, left to right, Andy 

Morris, Horace Hinshaw and Terry Everett, decide if the 

photo fits the story's need, deadline 1961.  

 

Following his graduation from ASU in May of 1962, Horace left for a summer job with the Okmulgee 

Daily Times in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. Those four years living on campus in Jonesboro, AR, would be 

amongst the longest he had ever lived, at that point in time, at the same place. 

 

* * * 

 

Horace Edgar Hinshaw Jr. was born on June 15, 1940 in 

Shreveport, Louisiana, to Horace Edgar Hinshaw Sr. and Thadis 

Mae (Cotton) Hinshaw. 

 
Horace Hinshaw Sr. and his wife Thadis pose with their 9-month-old son 

Horace in Shreveport, LA, 1941. 
 

Horace's dad was born on September 30, 1895 in Bulls Gap, 

Tennessee to Jacob M. Hinshaw, Jr., a farmer, and Harriet Azalee 

(Gulley) Hinshaw. He was the fifth of their six children. For a 

short period of time in his young adulthood, Horace's dad was a 

farmer. But he never liked farming and working as a salesman 

became his lifelong career and passion. 

 

The daughter of Leonard and Nancy "Eva" Cotton, Horace's 

mom was born on May 16, 1909 in Angelina County, Texas, 

specifically Keltys. Now incorporated into Lufkin, TX, the town 

of Keltys was located near the junction of the Angelina and 

Neches rivers and the Cotton Belt railroads in northwestern 

Angelina County. Thadis was living at home in Lufkin, when she 

met Horace Sr. in 1939. 
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"My mom was a librarian," Horace said, "and the story goes, my dad was walking by the library and he 

saw her at the window. He was in Lufkin with a sales job and staying at a hotel just a few blocks away. 

Every day he would walk back and forth to his sales job and they just started chatting with each other. It 

wasn't very long after they met that they got married." 

 

"My mom was 30," Horace chuckled, "and I believe she thought, given the times, that she was going to be 

an old maid for the rest of her life." 
 

 

Horace's parents married on August 13, 1939 in 

Nacogdoches, TX. When they met, Horace Sr. 

was working as a salesman for Dixie Hardware 

& Furniture Co. out of Lufkin. Soon after, he 

changed jobs and went to work for Cahn 

Electric Co. in Shreveport, LA, as a sales 

manager. The company sold Hotpoint 

refrigerators and White Rotary sewing 

machines. While very successful as a salesman, 

Horace's dad worked on commission and 

meeting customer service and sales requirements 

meant a lot of traveling. With his new job with 

Cahn Electric, Horace Sr. and Thadis spent their 

first three months of married life at the Colonial 

Hotel in Shreveport, before finding an apartment 

on Pierre Avenue. They stayed there for five 

months and then moved to 110 1/2 East 68th 

Street in Shreveport. That's where they lived 

when Horace was born and the family remained 

there until April of 1941. While Horace Sr. went 

on the road, Thadis and Horace Jr. lived with her 

folks for three months at 117 East Groesbeck 

Avenue, Lufkin – Thadis's childhood home. 

 
Horace's maternal grandmother Eva Cotton meant a 

great deal to Horace and was a very important part of 

his childhood. 

 
 

Horace said his mom was the family historian and she had a fantastic memory. She was also the family 

chronicler. It is from her notes that it is possible to follow the residences and schools of Horace's 

childhood. 

 

Horace and his mom returned to Shreveport and lived with Horace Sr. at the Creswell Hotel until they 

found an apartment on Ockley Drive. The family remained there for five months until late December of 

1941, when they moved to Beverly Drive. They were living there when Horace's little brother Jake was 

born on January 17, 1942. When sales put Horace Sr. back on the road, Thadis and her two sons went to 

live with Thadis's now-widowed mom in Lufkin in August of 1943. (Horace's maternal grandfather 

Leonard Cotton passed on May 31, 1943.) Horace, Jake and their mom stayed in Lufkin until March of 

1944. Then they met up with Horace Sr. back in Shreveport, at the Creswell Hotel, and stayed there until 

the family moved into a one-bedroom apartment on Fairfield Street. They stayed there for three years. 
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Horace, 4, with his brother Jake, 2, Lufkin, TX, 1944. Horace, 7, Shreveport, LA, 1946. 

 
"I was glad to leave Shreveport and have never gone back," Horace said. "My brother nearly died there. 

His tonsils were bleeding which can be life threatening and certainly was in his case. I was also hurt in 

Shreveport." 

 

Horace was riding on one of those "classic" metal-roundabout merry-go-rounds—these rust-prone spin 

rides are now mostly missing from all playgrounds due to lawsuits.  

 

"I fell and rolled underneath it and cracked my head wide open. I ran five blocks like that. I never went on 

one again." 

 

While living in Shreveport, Horace started and finished first grade at Line Avenue School, then Horace, 

his mom and his brother went to Lufkin in August. Horace Sr. went to Waco, TX in search of a new job. 

Horace started second grade at Central Ward Grade School in Lufkin. In November of 1947, Horace Sr. 

found a job with Modern Appliance Company out of Waco, TX, and the family of four moved into the 

Central Hotel in Waco for three months, followed by another move in Waco. However, Horace finished 

out all of the remainder of his second grade at Sul Ross Grade School in Waco. On June 18, 1948, the 

family moved to Denver, Colorado. Horace Sr. had a new sales manager job with Gas Kitchen. The 

family lived at a hotel and then in a rented home on Stuart Street. 
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"My dad was a very personable guy," Horace 

recalled. "He could sell anything and he always wore 

a dress shirt and tie – even at home, even on his days 

off, there might be an opportunity to make a sale. He 

did well financially and certainly we always did fine. 

My mother never worked outside of the home. But 

my dad traveled a lot and it was my mom who raised 

us. 

 

"My mom was a very knowledgeable person," 

Horace continued. "She was very quiet, but you'd 

expect that from a librarian. She was always pleasant 

and she definitely loved my brother and me. I 

remember they had this special deal at the local 

bowling alley where kids could bowl from 1 a.m. to 5 

a.m., as long as they came with an adult. This was a 

big deal for kids and my mom took Jake and me. We 

loved it. She was a great mom, always there." 
 
Horace, fifth grade, 1951, in Fort Smith, AR. 

 
At the end of September 1948, the family moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma. Horace Sr. got a job selling 

televisions and appliances with Mason's Electric Company. The boys started third and first grade, 

respectively, at Burbank Grade School and the family lived on East Admiral Court in Tulsa. In April of 

1949, sales work sent Horace Sr. on the road for a bit. Thadis took her sons out of school and they headed 

off to stay with her mom in Texas. 

 
 

In June of 1949, the trio headed back to Tulsa, met up 

with Horace Sr. and then they all moved back to 

Denver. Horace Sr. went back to work for the Gas 

Kitchen selling Servel refrigerators and the family 

moved into the hotel they had stayed at on their first 

move to Denver. They couldn't find a rental, so Thadis 

took her sons back to her mom's home in Lufkin and 

enrolled Horace in fourth grade and Jake in second 

grade at Central Ward Grade School. By February of 

1950, Thadis and her two boys were back in Denver, 

renting a house with Horace Sr. on Pearl Street and 

the boys finished out their school year at Lincoln 

Grade School. With a couple of short moves in 

between, to Pine Bluff, AR, and Lufkin, TX, in 

September of 1950, the family lived in Fort Smith, 

AR, on North 21st Street. Horace Sr. had a job with 

Butane Corporation selling Servels. The family lived 

there until October 1953. Horace finished fifth and 

sixth grade at Peabody Grade School and seventh 

grade at Fort Smith Junior High School. 

 
Horace, sixth grade youth baseball, 1952, Fort Smith, AR. 
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In 1953, the two boys started their school year in Fort Smith, AR, but by late October, Thadis and her 

sons moved from Fort Smith to Lufkin, TX. Horace finished eighth grade at Lufkin Junior High School in 

1954. Meanwhile Horace Sr.'s work took him to another city in Arkansas, then to New Orleans, LA, then 

to Jackson, Mississippi, followed by Pine Bluff, AR, and finally to El Dorado, AR, where he went to 

work for Butane Service Company. His family joined him there in June of 1954. In January of 1956, 

when Horace Sr. got a job with Mason's Electric Company in Tulsa, OK, the family went with him for 

several months but then they came back to El Dorado. Horace graduated from El Dorado High School in 

1958. 

 

This constant moving did not run at all in Horace Sr.'s family. Horace Sr.'s father, Jacob Madison 

Hinshaw Jr., a farmer, was born in Hawkins County, TN, in 1862 and died in Hawkins County, TN, in 

1941. Jacob Jr.'s father, Jacob Madison Hinshaw Sr., also a farmer–and a potter as well, was, like his son, 

Tennessee born and Tennessee died. He is buried at Bulls Gap, in Hawkins County. Bulls Gap is where 

Horace Sr. was born. But Jacob Madison Hinshaw, Sr., aka Horace Jr.'s great grandfather, did not have 

the long life accorded his son Jacob, or his grandson Horace Sr. But he is recognized as a hero to the 

Union cause and his story is not just one of Hinshaw family lore. It is also one of the celebrated pages in 

the remarkable history of Greene County, TN.  

 

Jacob Madison Hinshaw Sr. was one of five pro-Union men from the Pottertown community of Greene 

County, who was hung by Confederate authorities for the November 8/9, 1861 burning of the East 

Tennessee and Virginia Railroad Bridge over Lick Creek. The charge was "treason" but it was a trumped-

up charge. These were five Union men who were carrying out the orders of President Abraham Lincoln 

and given to their leader, Union Captain David Fry. 

 

 
Horace's great grandfather, Civil War Union hero Jacob M. Hinshaw, is 

buried at Long and Berry Cemetery, Bulls Gap, Tennessee. 

 
Jacob Madison Hinshaw Sr. was born on December 8, 1840 in Tennessee. At the age of 18 he married his 

sweetheart Almiranda "Rinda" Walker, 16, who grew up near Bulls Gap in Hawkins County. The couple's 

first son was William A. Hinshaw. The couple and their four-month-old son can be found living at their 

farm in Greene County, TN, in the July 1860 U.S. Federal Census. Jacob's father William Hinshaw and 

his family lived next door. (Jacob's mom, Rhoda Parson Hinshaw died in 1857 and William married 

Nancy Reynolds in February of 1858.) 
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Greene County, which had a long history of abolitionist sentiment, was largely Unionist leading up to and 

during the Civil War. When Tennessee seceded from the Union in June of 1861, 30 neighboring counties 

met in Greeneville, the County Seat of Greene County, to create a separate state. At their convention they 

resolved, "That we do earnestly desire the restoration of peace to our whole country, and most especially 

that our own section of the State of Tennessee shall not be involved in civil war." The State of Tennessee 

denied their request. 

 

Rev. William Blount Carter, a Presbyterian minister and a delegate of the convention at Greeneville, went 

to Washington. He met with President Lincoln, General George McClellan and Secretary of War William 

Seward to discuss burning down the railroad bridge over Lick Creek, near Pottertown. The overall plot, 

approved by Lincoln, was to burn nine railroad bridges in a 270-mile span from Bristol, TN, to 

Bridgeport, Alabama, the same night. Its purpose was to cut Confederate troop and supply lines. Lincoln 

assured Carter that the Union Army would invade eastern Tennessee from Kentucky immediately 

following the bridge burnings. The Union loyalists would be protected. 

 

Carter returned to Greene County and under the supervision of Captain David Fry, assembled a party of 

40 to 60 loyalists. On the night of November 8, 1861, Jacob Hinshaw kissed his pregnant wife and 20-

month-old son goodbye and headed to the home of his friend, Jacob Harmon. There, among the loyalists, 

he swore his allegiance to the United States. 

 

Just after midnight, Jacob and the other men set out on horseback to Lick Creek Bridge and around 2 a.m. 

their group captured several Confederate guards. The guards were told to swear loyalty to the United 

States or die on the spot. They swore their loyalty and lived. The bridge burned. In the process, one of the 

guards overheard the name of one of the loyalists. 

 

Part of the plan worked. Five of the nine bridges burned. But Federal soldiers never showed and 

Confederate authorities arrested every bridge burner they could find, and sometimes their families as well. 

Because of what was heard by the Confederate guards at Lick Creek Bridge, five Lick Creek Bridge 

burners were captured and hanged. 

 

Henry Fry, 37, and Jacob Hinshaw, 20, were captured in Cocke County, TN. Under the direction of 

Colonel Daniel Leadbetter, Provisional Army of the Confederate States, Union loyalists Henry Fry and 

Jacob Hinshaw were hung from a large oak tree near the old railway depot in Greeneville. Colonel 

Leadbetter ordered their bodies be left hanging on display for hours as a warning to others. Union 

loyalists C. A. Haun, 40, Jacob Harmon, 43, and Jacob's son Henry Harmon, 22, died on the gallows at 

Knoxville in December. 

 

After Jacob Hinshaw was hanged, his father William enlisted in the 2nd Illinois Light Artillery at the age 

of 53. William, who died on March 8, 1885—and was seriously wounded in October of 1863 in The 

Battle of Blue Springs in Greene County, TN—remained in service until he was mustered out in June of 

1865. Jacob's wife Rinda gave birth to the couple's second son two months after Jacob was hanged. She 

named their son, Jacob Jr. 

 

As the widow of Jacob M. Hinshaw, Company F, 2nd Tennessee Infantry, and the mother of his two sons, 

Rinda applied for a Civil War Pension in 1865. Following the passage of the Civil War pension bill in 

January of 1867, a pension was granted to the sons of Jacob Hinshaw. Rinda married her second husband 

William Jenkins in June of 1865 and it was a good marriage. But when she died in October of 1913, per 

her request, she was buried next to her first love at Long and Berry Cemetery in Bulls Gap, TN, and next 

to the couple's first son, William, who died at the age of 7 in February of 1867. Their second son, Jacob 

Jr. lived to be 79 and gave them six grandchildren, including Horace Sr. 
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Jacob and Rinda Hinshaw's son Jacob M. Hinshaw Jr., 1862-1941, poses with his wife 

Harriet Azalee (Gulley) Hinshaw, 1862-1944, circa 1931. 

 

 

In 1962, 100 years after his grandfather was born, Horace Edgar Hinshaw Jr. graduated from Arkansas 

State University with a degree in communications and media studies. He was the first in his family to 

graduate from college. 
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After his summer job with the Okmulgee Daily Times, Horace left Oklahoma for a full-time job as a 

sports writer with the Arkansas Democrat in Little Rock, AR. As such, he went to spring training with the 

Philadelphia Phillies in Dade City, Florida. He covered the Philadelphia Phillies Triple-A farm team, the 

Arkansas Travelers. He went on the road with the Travelers. He covered Richie Allen who became a 

famous baseball player for Philadelphia and the Chicago White Sox. He wrote about Ferguson Jenkins, 

who pitched for the Arkansas Travelers in 1963, 1964 and 1965, and was inducted into the Baseball Hall 

of Fame in 1991. He became friends with Arkansas Travelers' pitcher Jack Kerrigan. Known as the "kid 

with the golden arm," San Franciscan Jack Kerrigan was a graduate of Lincoln High School. Jack 

Kerrigan would also become known, at least to the young reporter a little further down the road, as the kid 

with the fabulous big sister.  

 

Horace's sports writing with the Arkansas Democrat covered it all. Along with professional baseball 

coverage, it included stories on college basketball, college football, high school games, state games – 

Horace knocked out the play by play coverage, the recaps and the personal stories. 

 

"It was one of the best jobs I ever had," Horace said. "I loved it." 

 

In his early days with the Arkansas Democrat, Horace 

lived with his parents. His dad's job had, surprisingly, 

taken the family to Little Rock. But then, when his 

dad's sales job moved his parents back to El Dorado, 

Horace moved into his own place. It was there, in May 

of 1963, that he got his Draft Notice. When he left for 

his 10 weeks of basic training at Fort Polk, LA, his 

plan and his boss's plan was that he would return to 

the Arkansas Democrat as soon as his service in the 

U.S. Army was completed. 

 

Ten miles east of Leesville, LA, Fort Polk was known 

as the "Home of the Combat Infantryman" due to the 

realistic basic and combat training taught there. 

 

"Fort Polk, Louisiana, is the hell hole of the United 

States of America," Horace said, smiling. "The land is 

marshy, and it has dense vegetation and foliage much 

like a jungle. It was infested with snakes, and there 

were wild boars and alligators. You'd walk across a 

man-made bridge and see alligators. It wasn't 

uncommon to be chased by wild boars. It was not fun. 

But it was ideal for training troops on what to expect 

in Vietnam." 

 

Following his basic training, Horace was going to be deployed to Fort Knox, Kentucky for AIT, advanced 

infantry training. Fort Knox had the U.S. Army Training Center Armor. Most soldiers who trained at 

ATCA knew their chances were high for a Vietnam deployment. 

 

"One of the aspects of Fort Knox is they had tanks there. I thought, oh my God, am I am going to learn 

how to drive a tank? But really, I just didn't know." 
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A couple of days before he was scheduled to leave, Horace received orders to change his flight. He was 

now being deployed to the Presidio of San Francisco. The Presidio needed a journalist and possibly a 

radio announcer, essentially a communications person. In September of 1963, Horace's plane arrived on 

the tarmac of San Francisco International Airport.  

 

"I was a member of the Sixth U.S. Army Press Corps at the Presidio. The job was great!" 

 

 
Horace, kneeling, with members of the U.S. Army Press Corps., circa 1964. 

 
His duties included: issuing press releases, writing for Stars and Stripes and taking care of Presidio 

newsletters. 

 

Meanwhile, during off season from the Arkansas Travelers, Horace's friend Jack Kerrigan stayed at his 

folks' house in San Francisco, John and Josephine Kerrigan. They lived on 22nd Avenue in San 

Francisco's Sunset District. The soldier would often have dinner over at Jack's family home and they all 

got along great. 

 

"In 1964, I got a call from Jack," Horace recalled. "He said the Arkansas Travelers were going to be in 

San Diego for a game. Could I get leave to fly down? As it turns out, I could." 

 

Horace stayed with the team at their hotel in San Diego and took a cab to the game. 
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"I was heading into the grandstands and saw Jack's mom and dad. I had no idea they were going to be 

there. I said, 'Hi, how are you doing?' And we got to talking. Their daughter Marian was standing there 

and, as the story goes, she was thinking, 'Who in the world is this guy that my parents know?' At that 

point in time, Marian was long since out of her folks' house and in her own apartment. Anyway, her 

parents introduced us and we all sat together. 'Nice to meet you,' I said. I knew Marian knew all about 

baseball because she followed her brother all the time. If somebody hollered at her brother, she wasn't 

ashamed to tell them to shut up. She didn't take that. She had never taken a score card so I showed her 

how to use one. We talked and I got her phone number. But that was the end of that, for a while at least. I 

was in the military and she was working. 

 

While he was in the military, Horace 

took a night job as an usher at the 

Clay Movie Theatre. It was maybe 

two days a week, just to have some 

extra money. One weekend he called 

Marian. 

 

"I am working this weekend at the 

Clay Theatre. Why don't you come 

down?" 

 

Marian brought along her roommate 

Joanne and met him at the Clay. 

 

"It wasn't really a date, but after that, 

we just started getting together more 

and more. We enjoyed each other. 

We'd go out on a date and she would 

drop me off at the barracks at night. 

She had the car. I didn't. I took the 

Muni bus system everywhere and 

really, that's how I learned San 

Francisco when I got out here. 

 
"After I got out of the military in May of 1965, I went back home for several months and lived with my 

parents in El Dorado. I spent some time visiting with people I hadn't seen for a while. Marian and I talked 

to each other on the phone all the time and wrote letters back and forth. We knew we had something. Plus 

besides being pretty much in love with Marian, I liked San Francisco. It had so much going with sports. 

Marian and I used to go to the Warriors games all the time and the baseball games. 

 

"But when I was in the military, I wasn't going to get married because I could be sent overseas and I didn't 

think that was a good thing to do. You never knew if you were going to come back. So I took some time 

and went back home the way I had originally planned. My mom said, 'I know he is not going to stay here. 

He is going to go back to San Francisco.'" 

 

Even though he had his old job waiting for him at the Arkansas Democrat, Horace didn't take it. He 

decided to return to San Francisco. He needed a place to stay and a job. Marian's folks offered him a room 

at their house and he went out looking for work. 

 

  

Horace working at the Sixth U.S. Army Public Information Office, 1963-

1965. 
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"This was in October of 1965. The Emporium had advertisements for seasonal work and I figured I'd start 

there. Marian's dad said, 'Why don't you check out the Post Office?' And I said, 'Why?' And he said, 'It's a 

good paying job, you'll get a pension and you'll be able to retire very easily.' So the day I was going to go 

down to the Emporium, I don't know why, I went to the Post Office instead. That was never in my mind 

until Marian's dad mentioned it." 

 

Horace took the Post Office test and they called him back. They wanted him to work at their Rincon 

Annex site on Mission Street. 

 

"I worked there for a while. I was working inside, distributing mail, working the belt and I knew I wasn't 

going to stay there. It wasn't my cup of tea. Someone said to me, I would be a good candidate to go to 

work with the Postal Inspection Service. I didn't at that time know what that was but I applied to work 

there because I thought it would be more interesting." 

 

The Postal Inspection Service "supports and protects the U.S. Postal Service and its customers by 

enforcing the laws that defend the nation's mail system from illegal or dangerous use." Horace got a job 

as a program analyst in San Francisco. He worked at 7th and Mission and would stay there for several 

years. 

 

Meanwhile, not long after Horace got settled with a job at the Post Office, he proposed to Marian at a 

place they frequented, Trad'r Sams on Geary Boulevard in San Francisco's Outer Richmond District. It's 

still there and now considered the "oldest, longest-operating tiki bar in the world." Marian said "Yes!" to 

his proposal and on August 20, 1966, the couple married at St. Cecilia's Church. Marian's father walked 

her down the aisle. 

 

 
 Newlyweds Horace and Marian Kerrigan Hinshaw, San Francisco, August 20, 1966. 
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Horace talked about his late in-laws. 

 

"Marian's parents were very nice people. Before Marian and I were even dating, they welcomed me into 

their home warmly. I was always invited over to dinner. Then they invited me to live at their home when I 

came back to San Francisco until I found an apartment on my own." Horace smiled. "I can picture my 

father-in-law, sitting at the breakfast table with a bottle of lager beer, eating his eggs!" 

 

After Horace and Marian married, they rented an apartment over a grocery store on 9th Avenue at Irving, 

in the Sunset District. It was adjacent to where Marian had lived previously with her roommate Joanne. 

Horace and Marian were living there when their son Steve was born in 1968. 

 

"The landlords were very nice people, but we knew eventually we were going to have to get another place 

because it was just too small. In addition, the landlords told us they were going to have to raise our rent. 

We were paying $75 a month at that time and I didn't think we could afford the increase. Marian's dad 

said, 'You two need to think about buying a house." And I said, 'Well, we'll consider it.' We looked 

around a bit and he said, 'Why don't you try Pacifica?' He and Marian and Jack went to Pacifica all the 

time to fish. Her dad knew Pacifica quite well and he knew all about who built the houses. 

 

"We would look at a house and Marian's dad would say, 'No you don't want this house because of this, 

this and this.' We found our first home in Pacifica on Lynbrook, in the Fairmont neighborhood. It was 

nice. I didn't know then how bad the weather was – though the weather there is better now. We moved in 

July of 1969. Now all this time, I'm working full-time at the Post Office and it was a great job, I had no 

intentions of leaving it. But I also always knew that I would get back into sports writing. I loved sports 

writing. The two years we lived in San Francisco, I coached a baseball league team. 

 

"At that time, Skyline College was just opening up and I thought they probably needed a sports 

information director. I contacted Sam Goldman. He was the journalism teacher there. I said, 'Do you have 

an opening for a sports information director?' And he told me, no, because there was no opening, he was 

doing both jobs – working as their journalism person and their SID. 'But,' he said. 'The Pacifica Tribune 

is desperate for a sports writer. They have been without one for a while.' Two weeks later I called to talk 

to Tribune Publisher Bill Drake and we sat down together. I said, 'I heard you have an opening here.' And 

Bill said, "Yes. We need someone to cover sports.' And I said, 'I can only work part-time and on the 

weekends. Occasionally I can work at night.' He said, 'I don't know about that. We need someone full-

time.' I said, 'Why don't you just try me for two weeks?'" 

 

And the rest, as they say, is history. 

 

Horace brought stringers on from Terra Nova High School and Oceana High School to cover sports. He 

also had a student come up from Half Moon Bay – and he assigned them all. If a game was at four o'clock 

in the afternoon, they went. If Horace could go, he'd go. And the sports editor edited everything. 

 

"I was officially on board with the Pacifica Tribune on September 1, 1969. I did my first story, on Pop 

Warner on a Sunday afternoon. Bill was such a great person and he let me do my own thing. He said this 

is your job, you do it your way and I did do it my way." 

 

Who was Bill Drake? 

 

Newspaperman Bill Drake, 1921-2012, was the owner, publisher and editor of the Pacifica Tribune from 

1959 until 1989. Bill and his wife Peggy bought what was then called the Coastside Tribune when 

Pacifica was in its infancy. (On November 22, 1957, the nine separate coastal communities of Edgemar, 
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Pacific Manor, Westview, Sharp Park, Fairway Park, Vallemar, Rockaway Beach, Linda Mar and Pedro 

Point became the City of Pacifica.) The Drakes, which included their three children, moved to Pacifica 

from the Midwest in 1959, and Bill and Peggy renamed their newly-acquired business, the Pacifica 

Tribune. The Drakes' Pacifica Tribune remained at the same Pacific Manor location as its predecessor – 

59 Aura Vista Drive. Bill Drake's impact on the City of Pacifica was so extraordinary that in June of 

2009, the City of Pacifica renamed Aura Vista Drive, Bill Drake Way. (Link to a biography on Bill Drake 

here.)  

 

"Bill Drake was the Pacifica Tribune," Horace 

underscored. "He wrote the story, took the 

photographs, sold the advertisements, and, on 

occasion, delivered a missed paper. He covered 

accidents, disasters, political meetings and even 

birthday parties. He even got his hands dirty with ink 

in the early years of the Tribune, when printing presses 

were used to print the paper. In the process, he lost 

notebooks, film and a lot of sleep, but never his sense 

of humor." 

 

And like Horace, Bill, pictured at left, was an avid 

sports fan. 

 

"He wanted to be sure our local youth got their names 

and activities in the paper and I wanted the same thing. 

The only time Bill and I ever clashed was me wanting 

more space weekly for the sports. It was a friendly 

discussion. Bill normally let me have my way. He was 

a great boss, but an even greater friend." 

 

"I have had three mentors in life," Horace went on to say. "Two were at my college – my journalism 

teacher Tex Plunkett and my radio professor Charles Rasberry. My third was Bill Drake." 

 

Coach Bill Gray, who retired in 2014 after 42 years as head football coach in Pacifica—23 at Terra Nova 

High School and 19 at Oceana High School—was recently interviewed for this story,  

 

"Horace interviewed me when I became the head football coach my second year at Oceana," Coach Gray 

said. The Coach started at Oceana in 1972. 

 

"Horace saw what we were trying to do at Oceana in the football program and the wrestling program and 

he became very interested in it," Coach Gray continued. "We had a couple of conversations about what 

happened and how things at Oceana constantly played second fiddle to Terra Nova, and Oceana was kind 

of a bottom feeder in football and wrestling. Horace was a great aid in publicizing what we were doing. 

He was always very neutral. I remember one anchor game where he had taken an Oceana jersey and a 

Terra Nova jersey and cut them in half so he was wearing equal parts. He was eager and willing to 

publish the positive side of what we were doing and therefore became an integral influence in what we 

were doing. 

 

"Part of any athletic program is making the kids feel appreciated and important and Horace had this thing 

called the Athlete of the Week. He had to split that between Oceana and Terra Nova and the kids just 

loved that and the parents just loved it. Even when things weren't going well he was eager to point out 
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good things that happened. And he deemphasized when things weren't going well. He was one of the most 

positive reporters. When you look at some of the other reporters, most of them were more factual guys but 

Horace found a positive way to put a spin on things. 

 

"Back then you could tell how dedicated he was to the Pacifica Tribune in forming the Sports Hall of 

Fame and the Breakfast of Champions. That stuff wouldn't have happened without Horace. To this day he 

is still involved with sports neck deep. I have no idea who will ever replace him. Along the way, they 

named Terra Nova's stadium after me and Terra Nova's field after Coach Bob Lotti. I've always thought 

Terra Nova's Press Box should be named after Horace." 

 

When Horace first started writing his weekly column for the Tribune—this is besides all the sports 

stories—it was simply titled "by Horace Hinshaw." On October 1, 1969, he introduced himself to Tribune 

readers. 

 
by Horace Hinshaw 

 
My name is Horace Hinshaw. I'm the latest in a long honored list of Tribune sports editors. 

 

I live in Fairmont and I'm all set to try to report and interpret the local sports scene, with help from 

a group of correspondents and sports reporters, most of whom at this writing know more than I do 

about Pacifica sports. 

 

This I plan to remedy shortly as I get acquainted locally. Kindly refer kudos and complaints to me. 

Best time to reach me personally at the Tribune is Wednesday, Thursday or Monday evenings. 

 
On September 2, 1970, Horace's column took a look at his first year with the Tribune. A portion of that 

column is presented here. 

 

by Horace Hinshaw 

 

SECOND TIME AROUND 

 

A year sure does fly by quickly. It seems like it was no time that I first sat down at this typewriter 

and banged out my first story for the Tribune. 

 

But tomorrow I will celebrate my first anniversary as sports editor of the Tribune. It's been a 

wonderful year for me and my family and even if I'm fired tomorrow I will remember this year for a 

long, long time. (Publisher's Note: He won't be.) 

 

It's a coincidence but my first assignment was covering the Pacifica Dolphins. This Sunday, I will 

start the second go around following the Dolphins. This time it will be from the 50-yard line of 

Kezar Stadium. The local Pop Warner team will battle the Redwood City Jr. 49ers during halftime 

of the San Francisco 49er-Oakland Raiders game. 

 

The people I have come in contact with over the year have been very kind. I don't know of a person 

who has given me a hard time outside of the printers in the press room telling me some of my 

stories are too long. 
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One year ago I came to the Tribune seeking the sports job as I heard through Sam Goldman, 

journalism teacher at Skyline College, the position was opening. 

 

I still remember that night Bill Drake and I sat in his office debating whether I could handle the 

sports beat on a part time basis. I have a full time job in San Francisco and could only work the 

sports at nights and on weekends with a few days sandwiched in between. 

 

Well, we sat there and came up with the solution of giving it a go on a two-week trial test. The two 

weeks passed and we sorta let it ride a couple more weeks as everything seemed to be working fine. 

Needless to say, those weeks have bloomed into 52 weeks and here I am ready to keep Pacificans 

abreast of what's happening on the sports scene in our city. 

 

* * * 

 

 
Tribune sports editor Horace Hinshaw covers Pacifica baseball, circa 1970s. "I did Little League 

games for 15 years," Horace noted. "And I brought Marian to every game she could make. My 

kids too! I can't tell you how many hotdogs Marian ate!" 

 
"A small town like Pacifica didn't get a lot of play in the San Francisco Chronicle," Coach Gray pointed 

out. "You could get some play in the San Mateo Times, in season now and then, but there were other big 

fish that might get more. Through the Pacifica Tribune, Horace really put Oceana and Terra Nova on the 

map. And with Horace it wasn't just the high school athletics, it was all the youth league sports. You can't 

discount his influence on that as well. He is Pacifica's No. 1 Sports Fan and Pacifica's Longest-Tenured 

Sports Fan." 

 

As to Horace's column name, the late Paul Azevedo, 1931-2004—whose own column the "Reactor" was a 

Tribune must-read for decades—had a new name for the sports editor's weekly column – Horacescope. 

That stamp on the Horace brand has remained his column entrance for decades. 
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To momentarily sum things up for the ASU graduate who has, as of today, lived 53 years of his life in 

Pacifica: Horace had a full-time job he loved with the U.S. Postal Service; a "super" part-time/semi-full-

time job as a sports editor with the Pacifica Tribune; a wife he has adored since day one and two children 

that he wouldn't trade for anything in the world. That second child would be Kam. She came along in 

early 1970 when the family was living on Lynbrook. As Horace would state in his column, nothing could 

top the birth of his two children, other than meeting and marrying Marian. "Although," his wife Marian 

noted laughing, "when he realized that he was dad to a little girl, that's the first time I have ever seen 

Horace truly nervous. But he did just fine!" In 1973, the Hinshaw family moved to Linda Mar, the home 

that Horace and Marian still live in. 

 

While Horace was out meeting half the town through sports coverage, his wife Marian was meeting the 

other half through her work in the Pacifica School District. Marian began working for the PSD in 1978. 

Most of her career was spent as a secretary at Cabrillo Elementary, but in her earliest PSD days, she 

worked at Linda Mar, Pedro Valley and Ortega, first as a yard duty supervisor and then as a school clerk. 

For 15 years, Marian also served as secretary to the School District's CSEA (Classified School Employee 

Association). She then served as vice president, and from 1999 until she retired in December of 2003, she 

served as CSEA president. Parents, teachers, former students and principals remember Marian as the go-

to person for getting a problem solved or a need met. (You can link into a biography on Marian Hinshaw 

here.) 

 

 
 Horace and his children, Steve and Kam, Pacifica, circa 1981. 
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Horace's retirement from the Pacifica Tribune was held at Nick's Restaurant in Rockaway Beach, Sunday, 

February 22, 1987. 

 

What? 
 

"Retired!" Connie Tse burst into laughter during her recent interview. "No way! Horace will never retire!" 

 

Retired Pacifica School District teacher Connie Tse 

has been friends with Horace and Marian, since she 

met fellow mom Marian 46 years ago at the 

Pacifica Co-Op Nursery School. Connie also 

credits Marian for alerting her to a teaching job in 

the PSD back in the 1980s, a job Connie retired 

from 24 years later. However, newspaper evidence 

reveals that Connie attended Horace's 1987 Tribune 

retirement party, as did: Horace's wife Marian and 

their kids Steve and Kam; Horace's mom Thadis; 

Tribune publisher Bill Drake; U.S. Congressman 

Tom Lantos; State Senator Quentin Kopp; Pacifica 

mayor Jon Galehouse; the Tribune's first sports 

editor Lee Pacini; the Tribune's second sports 

editor Joe Grasso; Skyline College journalism 

instructor Sam Goldman; Oceana coach Bill Gray; 

educator, coach and youth sports volunteer Don 

Beck who co-founded AYSO in Pacifica along with 

Horace, Connie Tse and several others; Tribune 

reporter R.A. Verdeckberg; Alan Wald of the U.S. 

Postal Service; parents from the Terra Nova and 

Oceana Booster clubs; parents from Pacifica's two 

Little Leagues and the list goes on and additionally 

includes teacher Ingrid Lacy who led the audience 

in a rousing song tribute to Horace. Connie, as it 

turns out, was co-master of ceremonies. 

 

At the microphone that night in 1987, Connie called Horace, an "All-American guy who doesn't smoke, 

drink, swear, play pool, gamble, play golf, fish or swim. All he's done for the last 17 years is bother other 

people." 

 

Don Beck also went up to the microphone at the Horace retirement roast/toast. 

 

"Horace met a lot of deadlines," he said. "As a matter of fact, I think most of (his) lines are dead. And, 

looking at the lineup of Horace photos behind the podium, I've got to say, one picture is missing up 

there – the manger in which Horace Hinshaw was born." 

 

Also in February of 1987, Horace was recognized with a Tribute for Community Service by Congressman 

Lantos, recorded in the Congressional Record, February 18, 1987. 

 

So what was this 1987 retirement all about?  
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"I never completely retired from the Tribune," Horace grinned. "I always wrote a weekly column." 

 

It was Horace's employment journey with the United States Postal Service which brought about his 1987 

Pacifica Tribune farewell. 

 

At the time of his Tribune retirement, he was working as the Western Region Public Information Officer, 

PIO, for the Postal Service. Based in San Francisco, his responsibilities included employee 

communications, speech writing, press releases, media relations and media events, and covered Northern 

California south to Fresno and north to the Oregon border. In 1987, it also meant a fair amount of 

traveling to Washington, D.C. and he knew he just couldn't keep the pace as the Tribune's sports editor. 

One of the Postal Service media events he created in 1987 was bringing singer Tony Bennett to San 

Francisco for the unveiling of the new Love stamp. The legendary crooner arrived by cable car at San 

Francisco's historic Fairmont Hotel and entertained the "First Day of Issue" crowd with his classic, "I Left 

My Heart in San Francisco." Later that same year, Horace was involved with the issuance of a special 

papal cancellation stamp used during Pope John Paul II's September visit to San Francisco. ("A 

cancellation is a postal marking applied on a postage stamp to deface the stamp and to prevent its reuse.") 

The previous year, Horace served as a liaison to the San Francisco 49ers, arranging for local post offices 

to issue a special cancellation stamp commemorating the football team's 40th anniversary.  

 

In the summer of 1984, the U.S. Postal 

Service was a sponsor of the Games of the 

XXIIIrd Olympiad, Los Angeles. Horace 

coordinated activities for the USPS and was 

one of the Olympic torchbearers. The torch 

run, traveling East to West, began in New 

York, opposite the United Nations 

headquarters, and covered approximately 

9,300 miles. Horace's leg of the relay was in 

Dixon, California. 

 

But this story cannot yet completely turnover 

to Horace's work with the U.S. Postal Service. 

Because of Horace's seeming ability to live 

multiple lives on the same day, some of the 

things he did for Pacifica sports, just up 

through his 1987 Tribune "retirement" need a 

spotlight. 

 

In 1970, his coverage of Pacifica winning the 

Joe DiMaggio League State Baseball 

Championship – the first ever state 

championship won by a Pacifica athletic 

program – turned the win into a hometown 

celebration. 

 

With the advent of Title IX in 1972 (federally mandated equal funding and staffing for girl's athletic 

programs), Horace campaigned for equal treatment of girls' sports coverage. "My interest in sports is 

universal," he said in an earlier interview. "Participation in the game, whatever game, is the key." 
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Under his direction, the Pacifica Tribune became the first local newspaper to profile Little League All 

Stars and other youth baseball or softball teams participating in post-season tournaments, with special 

editions. For these constant efforts, Horace's name is recognized on the Wall of Fame at the Western 

Regional Little League Baseball Park in San Bernardino, home of the regional tournaments each year. 

 

In 1975, Horace initiated a 10K race in Pacifica which was an annual event for many years. 

 

In 1977, AYSO, American Youth Soccer Organization, was organized in Pacifica, and Horace and Don 

Beck, along with Larry Crame, Sharon Georgeson, Marian Hinshaw, Connie Tse and Chris Lambert were 

the forces behind it. 

 

"Don Beck and I went to a meeting one night at Linda Mar School," Horace recalled. "Oceana's soccer 

coach Ed Larios was there and he lived in Burlingame. He said, 'In Burlingame, kids are coming out of 

the woodwork to play soccer. We need to build a foundation of soccer players here in Pacifica. There's a 

program called AYSO.' 

 

"So we had this meeting but no one ever came forward. And I said to Don, we need to do something here. 

I told him I would take care of all the administrative work, do the books, get everything organized and get 

people to help with all that, if he would take over coaching because people here didn't know how to coach 

youth soccer." 

 

"Horace spearheaded soccer into Pacifica," Connie stated. "But Marian, Chris Lambert and I were the 

spear! We did all the paperwork including: registration, collecting the game results for the Tribune, 

correspondence, and typing all the players' names and addresses on Rolodex cards. No computers or 

laptops back then – just typewriter ribbon! 

 

"Whatever Horace, or 'the General' as we fondly called him, needed or wanted to make AYSO successful, 

one of us would do it. Oh, by the way, his way, and his way only! There wouldn't be soccer if it hadn't 

been for Horace's determination, persistence and enthusiasm. Horace has always been the biggest and best 

advocate for sports in Pacifica." 

 

Horace served as the first commissioner of Pacifica's AYSO program. 

 

"I first became aware of Horace during my teen years as part of the Terra Nova High School Wrestling 

Team from 1970-1973," said Jim Lange, retired Senior Director Client Services – City Of Pacifica. "I 

enjoyed reading his sports column in the Tribune and his interviews with players and coaches. I later met 

Horace when I was a Little League Coach in Pacifica and he was conducting a clinic for players and 

coaches. He conducted it at the Sanchez School site, which was a site he advocated for becoming a state-

of-the-arts sports complex for Pacifica to be proud of. Unfortunately, with a lot of barriers out of his 

control, it did not happen. But not because Horace stopped trying! I continued to befriend Horace and 

used him as a mentor on some large volunteer projects I was involved with because of his foresight and 

City experience as a PB&R Commissioner and a volunteer leader." (When Horace semi-retired from the 

Tribune in 1987, he went on to serve on Pacifica's Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission for eight 

years, twice as a chairperson.) "Horace's PB&R projects included moving the sports lights from Fairmont 

West to Sharp Park School in an effort to save the Adult Softball Program. Funds from this softball 

program helped fund many of the PB&R programs. I co-chaired the Measure N Jefferson Union High 

School District bond measure—which was a facility enhancement bond for all schools in the district. One 

of the projects completed in Measure N was the Terra Nova football field. Horace advocated for the 

stadium to be named the 'Bill Gray Stadium,' which it is now known as. Horace’s best advice to me 

during these roles was to, 'Hang in there and ask questions until they are answered. If you do not get 
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answers. keep asking up the ladder. Most importantly, remember what you are advocating for and the 

benefits it will have on the community. If you exerted all your efforts and do not succeed – know you 

have given it your best shot.'" 

 

In 1987, Horace coordinated the 25th anniversary of the annual, Pacifica Tribune-sponsored Anchor 

Game, featuring the football teams of Terra Nova and Oceana. Held at Terra Nova that year, the event 

brought out a crowd of 1,500 fans. He additionally coordinated a 25-year anniversary party for Pacifica 

Little League players and coaches. 

 

While he still wasn't officially back with the Pacifica Tribune, but still working full-time for the Postal 

Service, in 1991 Horace introduced the Pacifica Sports Hall of Fame to the community. Sponsored by the 

Pacifica Sports Club, Horace noted, "The PSHOF was born out of a need to recognize the achievements 

of our local athletes who were unique in their specialty and who took their skills to the next level." As of 

this year, 2022, the PSHOF has recognized 160 local athletes. An annual induction dinner is held in 

February. Normally, four or five athletes are inducted each year.  

 

Horace is also the force behind the Pacifica Sports Club annual "Breakfast of Champions" awards. Names 

for these awards—one male and one female varsity high school student-athlete—along with their sport 

feat for that particular year, between July 1 and April 1, are submitted to the PSC for consideration by the 

principals and athletic directors of Terra Nova, Oceana and Pacific Bay Christian School. For Pacifica 

students who attend high schools outside of Pacifica, their principals are additionally contacted. Award-

recipients are honored at a PSC hosted breakfast. 

 

But it wasn't all just Pacifica sports while Horace 

worked away for the USPS. When his kids were 

little, he was involved with the Pacific School 

District PTA. He was also involved with the Y-

Indian Guides, now the Adventure Guides – an 

outdoor youth program. He helped organize a 

father/daughter (Y-Indian Princess) program. He 

served on the American Little League Board and 

coached his children in soccer. After Horace and 

Marian went on their first cruise in 1979 and learned 

line dancing and ballroom dancing—and loved it—

the two danced whenever they could. At one point, 

they were dancing four nights a week at community 

centers in Pacifica, Brisbane and Millbrae. 

 
Horace and Marian bust some line dancing moves, circa 

1984.  
 

When his son Steve attended St. Ignatius College 

Preparatory in San Francisco, Horace was an SI 

Executive Board member. When his daughter Kam 

attended Terra Nova, he served as vice president of 

the Terra Nova Booster Club. 

 

When Kam came home from school one day and 

said the teacher that was in charge of Terra Nova's 

Variety Show didn't want to do it anymore—which meant the extremely popular annual Variety Show, 

already in the works for that year, was dead in the water—Horace decided to take it on. Because of his 
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day job, rehearsals as well as the event itself, had to take place at night. Horace also brought in his good 

friend and fellow Terra Nova parent Connie Tse to get the job done. 

 

"This is one of my favorite Horace stories," Connie noted. "Okay, Horace has decided to be in charge of 

the Talent Show/Senior Review because no one else would step up. He coordinated and worked with all 

the acts Monday through Friday nights, and also got prizes donated for a raffle. The last night, when it 

was show time, Horace decided we, as in Horace and me, would be Pat Sajak and Vanna White to choose 

the winning tickets! We dressed up and it was definitely a giggle! Always wanted to be Vanna White!" 

 

As of this writing, neither Horace nor Connie is admitting to having representative photos. 

 

When did Horace agree to be 

the Master of Ceremonies 

for the annual Pacifica July 4 

Fiesta held at Frontierland 

Park? That took place after 

he 1987-retired from the 

Pacifica Tribune but 

continued to work full-time 

for the USPS and the 

community of Pacifica. He 

did that for 15 years. 

 

Meanwhile, what exactly 

was he doing at the USPS? 

 

While he was working as the 

Western Region PIO, he 

additionally agreed to 

oversee and fill-in for Half 

Moon Bay Postmaster May 

Nichols, while she worked 

on a three-month assignment 

on Treasure Island. How did 

he feel about that? He 

loved  it! 

 
"I have not had a bad job in my life," Horace said with typical enthusiasm. "The military job was 

fantastic, working for the Postal Service was even better and the Pacifica Tribune was just the icing on 

the cake." 

 

Horace's Postal Service career went as follows: distribution clerk, San Francisco Rincon Annex office; 

Postal Inspection Service; PIO Western Region then San Francisco Division Communications Manager, 

covering a period of 12 years; finally, Communications Programs Specialist, Pacific Area, San Francisco 

District. During his time with the USPS, other jobs not mentioned that he was involved in, included: he 

was the public affairs chairperson for the Bay Area Combined Federal Campaign; he was the team leader 

for the 25th Anniversary of the Postal Service in 1996 (on July 1, 1971, the Post Office Department was 

transformed into the United States Postal Service when it became an independent establishment of the 

executive branch of the U.S. government); he coordinated media events for the Postal Service-sponsored 
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pro cycling team when the cyclists, including Lance Armstrong, visited San Francisco; and in a 25-year 

period, he coordinated installation of seven San Francisco Division/District managers. 

 

Scott Tucker, who retired January 1, 2006, after 14 years as San Francisco District Manager and 38 years 

altogether with the USPS, offered a portrait of Horace during his time with the Postal Service. 

 

"Horace and I first met in the mid-1980s," Scott said. "He 

was assisting me and my boss at the time through a 

consolidation of a large North Bay operation – merging 

operations which affected Sonoma and Marin and Humboldt 

and Mendocino counties. 

 

"When we later worked together, starting in 1991, I was the 

District Manager of San Francisco which encompassed the 

area from Sunnyvale to the Oregon border, 500 offices, 

15,000 plus employees. My job was basically the CEO of 

this group. Horace was the Manager of Corporate Relations, 

which included contact with congressional staffs, 

newspapers and all media outlets. Horace worked for our 

headquarters group but supported me and my district in our 

operations. 

 

"Horace as our Corporate Relations Officer was responsible 

for coordinating, along with my Manager of Marketing, all 

our first day issues of National stamps. When we issued the 

first Chinese New Year stamp, which was held in San 

Francisco, we had over a thousand customers attend. Some 

of his headquarter colleagues became jealous and told 

Horace that they would start to handle the first day issues in 

San Francisco. Well, they soon found out after a dismal 

failure and my displeasure, that from then on only Horace 

would handle large San Francisco events. 

 
"The thing about Horace is he always has a smile and a positive outlook. When it was time to make my 

annual visits to our numerous congressional members to brief them on Postal matters, he was well 

prepared with ideas and suggestions on what should be our approach and any inside information on 

changes that were going on in the congressional offices. We would visit two U.S. Senators' offices plus 

five U.S. Congress Representatives. Horace knew everyone that needed to be known for his job and mine: 

newspaper reporters, TV anchors, etc. Horace was the main reason our district had such a great 

relationship with businesses, the media, federal elected officials and community organizations. When 

both Horace and I retired in January of 2006, he was the MC and main planner of my retirement party. 

 

"Horace and Marian and a number of my staff still meet once a month for lunch. Horace and Marian are 

two of the finest, trustworthy, kind, considerate people that I have had the pleasure to call my good and 

close friends." 

 

"When Horace had a conference for his other work, the Postal Service," Connie smiled, recalling an 

adventure, "he took Marian and me along. We went to Washington, D.C., Boston and Philadelphia. 

Horace would wear his suit and be in his conference all day and Marian and I would help him by 

sightseeing! We learned how to read the public transit map and off we'd go every morning. In 
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Washington, D.C. we saw the Ford Theater, the FBI building and the Mint. We went into the White 

House by going through the wrong door. But Marian talked our way in and we also were able to WALK 

down the stairs of the Washington Monument. That was a treat! (The steps of the Washington Monument 

were closed for walking up in 1971, and then closed altogether—up and down—in 1976.) "In Boston we 

walked the Freedom Trail, 'met' Ben Franklin, took a tour of Samuel Adams Brewery and saw a Red Sox 

game. Horace would join us for dinner and we'd try and see something new. I do remember being in the 

elevator with Jim Palmer! I don't know how Horace could have done his work without us." 

 

 
Pacificans Marian and Horace Hinshaw, circa 1990, 

always doing, always together. 

 
Horace—who is a charter member and served as communications director of the Pacifica Division of the 

San Mateo County American Heart Association, and who has also served as television host, numerous 

times, for the Pacifica Historical Society's "Footprints of Pacifica" program, and has additionally served, 

again, numerous times, as a parade announcer of the Pacific Coast Fog Fest Discover Pacifica Parade—

has been a tireless volunteer in his community and is the recipient of a long list of awards throughout the 

decades and continuing. There are too many awards and recognitions to list, but they include, among 

those already mentioned: the Nick and Lorraine Gust Lifetime Achievement Award; a Volunteer of the 

Year Award from the California Parks and Recreation Society; a Pacificans Care Award for service to his 

Pacifica community; a PCT 26 (Pacifica Community Television Channel 26) Evening Star Award; a 1988 

Meritorious Award from the City of Pacifica; and a wall of Newspaper Excellence Awards. On 

January 18, 1992, the Pacifica Tribune sports writer was inducted into the City of Pacifica Sports Hall of 

Fame. 

 

In 2005, while recovering from a torn meniscus which required Horace to take the first time off he had 

taken in 26 years, Horace contemplated whether after 40 years with the USPS – he should retire.  
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"The Postal Service was reorganizing," Horace said, "and at the same time, Scott was retiring. In addition, 

Marian had retired and she and I had bought a small one-bedroom condo in Chico. She would drive to 

Chico, every week, to spend time with our two granddaughters, Kam's kids, and volunteer at their 

schools. I thought, this is probably a good time." 

 

After Horace retired from the Postal Service on January 1, 2006 – which he really did retire from – he 

continued writing for the Tribune, adding a few more stories as he went. In 2007, when the Tribune's then 

publisher and editor, the late Elaine Larsen, asked him to return as sports editor, he readily agreed. When 

Elaine became ill in 2012, Horace stepped in as the Tribune's editor, while remaining sports editor and 

weekly columnist. In 2018, three years after Elaine's death, Horace stepped down from the editorship, 

though he continues to write for the Tribune as a contributing editor. 

 

"I began working at the Pacifica Tribune in 1990 as a reporter and met Sports Editor Horace Hinshaw," 

said Chris Hunter. (Chris went on to become the Editor and Publisher of the Tribune, left in 2007 to 

become Special Assistant to Congressman Tom Lantos, 1928-2008, and now serves as Chief of Staff to 

San Mateo County Supervisor Don Horsley.)  

 

"Horace enjoyed all the trappings of a full-time, well-respected community newspaper sports editor and it 

wasn’t until later that I realized he had been working for decades already as a volunteer newspaperman." 

 

As Chris gained more responsibility at the Tribune, he worked alongside Horace. 

 

"Other full-time sports editors were hired and 

worked at the Tribune, but it was clear that the 

community viewed Horace as the heart and 

soul of the sports community. I observed that 

was somewhat difficult for the younger 

professional sports editors, who wanted to 

shape their own coverage." 

 

"I enjoyed a casual relationship with Horace, 

who would come and go as needed," Chris 

continued. "Whenever there was a 'gap' in 

coverage due to the loss of a sports editor, Horace was always willing to jump in and assist. After I 

became the Editor/Publisher, I enjoyed a special relationship with Horace who came in to help much as he 

did during the Owner/Editor/Publisher Bill Drake years, although not in the same overall way. Horace 

clearly worked harder than your average sports editor, since he had a full-time job at the U.S. Post Office 

throughout his community newspaper years. Horace did more than most sports editors whose full-time 

jobs were at newspapers. I could not believe his enthusiasm and dedication. Of course, few people can 

work 80 hours a week on a paid job as well as an avocation. 

 

"Part of the exceptional personality, and winning ways, of Horace had to be his ridiculously optimistic, 

encouraging manner. This was probably due to his love of youth sports and his infectious support for all 

things Pacifica. I never heard him say a bad word about anyone and whenever you asked how things were 

going, he would answer with his trademark comment of 'Super!' His remarkable tenure at the Pacifica 

Tribune, lasting through the Bill Drake years, and continuing past 1988 when the paper was sold, is a 

testament to both Horace's love of sports, athletes, school opportunities and an awareness that positive 

reinforcement for youngsters can lead to wonderful beginnings that last a lifetime. I would be remiss in 

not admitting that Horace was the glue that helped the Pacifica Tribune keep the community connected. 

Bill Drake’s success at the Tribune would not have been as great without the efforts of Horace Hinshaw." 
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"In addition to his relentless efforts to capture and document practically every aspect of school sports," 

Chris went on to say, "Horace also created the long-lasting Pacifica Sports Hall of Fame and Breakfast of 

Champions events. This ongoing tribute to athletes of all ages in Pacifica ranks right up there with other, 

larger similar efforts in other areas, but few are focused on a single town with such love. While he used 

his access to the Pacifica Tribune to help create and promote the Hall of Fame, it is uniquely a symbol 

and legacy of his own efforts. It is a testament to Horace's generational connection to Pacifica, and the 

community's overwhelming acceptance of his sportsmanlike vision of promoting all aspects of local 

sports. While I often was able to bounce ideas off Horace and benefit from his extensive knowledge of 

everything about Pacifica, he made a concentrated effort to stay away from politics. He could have easily 

won a seat on any City Council during any era, but that was never his desire or goal. 

 

"I have been blessed by a long friendship with Horace, who has been both supportive and mentoring 

during my career. As a 'non-sports' person, I had less successful partnerships with some other sports 

editors who were primarily interested in their own perspective of the world through a sports lens. Horace 

backed me in a multitude of ways during my tenure running the Pacifica Tribune, and I will always be 

grateful for his sunny disposition, exceptional insight and quality writing for the newspaper." 

 

While Sports Editor Horace Hinshaw covered all-things sports for decades, he did leap in on other stories 

as well. 

 

"I have authored stories following sitting through many long-hour City Council meetings," he recalled 

with a smile, "ran after fire trucks, talked to new business owners, and even wrote about 'society ' events." 

 

He also occasionally sold an advertisement and when needed, delivered the Tribune. 

 

Following the 1999 MLB season, Horace began ushering for the San Francisco Giants, Marian joined him 

after she retired from the Pacifica School District, only just recently slowing down their ushering pace. 

The two have been longtime travelers to the team's spring trainings in Arizona, attending many trainings 

over the years with their son Steve, their daughter Kam and her husband Greg, and Kam and Greg's two 

daughters, Kerrigan and Natalie. Horace and Marian have also traveled to 25 of the 30 stadiums used by 

MLB teams. The five remaining are Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Milwaukee, Toronto and Detroit. 

 

 
Horace and Marian pose with their buddy, Giants mascot Lou Seal, circa 2011. 
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After their respective U.S. Postal and PSD retirements—though Horace was still working full-time at the 

Tribune—Marian and Horace got involved with Pacifica's Senior Center. 

 

"My latest years working with Horace happened at the Pacifica Senior Center," Jim Lange said. "Horace 

and Marian came to the Center to become volunteers for our Meals on Wheels program. Horace said 

Marian dragged him in but all I witnessed was him running in! Horace met with me early on and asked 

what else he could he do to help. He inquired about the Seniors-in-Action Advisory Council and I shared 

that I felt he would be a great asset and make positive contributions. With that, he ran for office and was 

elected and after his first term he was nominated and chosen to be the SIA Chair, a position he still holds. 

As SIA Chair, Horace is devoted to addressing issues that benefit Pacifica seniors through advocacy, 

programs and services. He expects information from senior services staff and City leadership so he can 

advocate for the existing programs as well as address future needs. His involvement is crucial in keeping 

everyone on their toes and getting positive results for the community. I retired in December 2020 but still 

hear from Horace with his concerns and ideas to better the services.   

 

"I would like to add that when the Pacifica Tribune lost its editor, Horace took on that position as a 

volunteer to keep the paper going. This unselfish act required a great deal of time and dedication – yet he 

did it to ensure Pacifica residents still had a local newspaper." 

 

 
Sports editor/SF Giants usher Horace Hinshaw with 

Major League baseball pitcher Madison Bumgarner in 

2022. (Bumgarner, now with the Arizona Diamondbacks, 

pitched for the San Francisco Giants, 2009-2019.) The 

only members of Horace's family that are, shockingly, 

even bigger fans of baseball than the sports writer himself 

are Horace's son-in-law Greg Bull and Greg's daughter, 

Horace's eldest granddaughter, Kerrigan. 

http://www.bartlettbiographies.com/
http://pacificahistory.org/


At the plate with Pacifica's No. 1 Sports Fan ~ An interview-biography with Horace Hinshaw 
By Jean Bartlett (www.bartlettbiographies.com) 
Pacifica Historical Society / Jean Bartlett ©2022.  

 

 

 

28 

"I feel like I have known Horace forever through my close connection to the Tribune as the son of its 

publisher, and as a reporter/sports editor in the late 1960s and early 1970s during my summers home from 

college," said Bill Drake's son Ken Drake. "Even though I have not lived in Pacifica for 50 years, I 

regularly read the Tribune and follow local sports closely. Thus, I have remained connected with Horace 

over the years given his closeness to the paper and my father – in addition to the fact that the Tribune has 

been like a letter from home since I last lived there on a full-time basis. 

 

"My father and Horace got along remarkably well. Throughout the years, Horace was one of my father’s 

closest work associates. Both had a devotion to and shaped journalism – both news and sports – in 

Pacifica. Dad understood, as did Horace, the role and purpose of community journalism and the 

importance of reporting on the local events big and small. I had learned just how important sports 

reporting was from little league to high school, to the players and their families, and Horace recognized 

that and served them. 

 

"The major takeaway for me with respect to Horace, was the incredible support and warmth he gave to 

my family. He was a key player in making the paper the kind of publication that my father wanted it to be 

and was there at many critical junctures – both professional and personal, both joyous and sad. I deeply 

appreciated his steadfast service and support to my father, the Tribune and Pacifica. He was there for all 

of us. 

 

"All of my contacts with Horace throughout the years he worked with Dad, my mother and my sister 

Kathy while I was living in Southern California, merge to a large degree in the sense of the man and his 

steadfast dedication to the Tribune and the Drake family – always with good humor and kindness.  A true 

friend." 

 

 
In 2018, Horace Hinshaw was the Grand Marshal of the Pacific Coast Fog Fest Discover 

Pacifica Parade. Before the parade got rolling, the Grand Marshal posed with the other 

members of his ride, his wife Marian, and granddaughters Kerrigan and Natalie.  
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"I've had a good working career, plus a good volunteering 

career, community career, and a great marriage with Marian and 

wonderful children and granddaughters and a wonderful son-in-

law," Horace said. "My dad provided very well for his family 

and my mom did a great job being the primary parent to raise 

my brother and me. My brother is a graduate of the University of 

Arkansas, he had a 30-plus year career in the field of chemical 

engineering, and he is just great person. I've been very 

fortunate." 

 
Horace visiting his brother Jake at his brother's home in Okmulgee, 

OK, 2018. 

 

"Horace is a very loyal person," Marian Hinshaw, Horace's wife 

of 56 years, said about the man she has long loved, "loyal to his 

family, loyal to his work and loyal to his community, and he is a 

wonderful provider. He doesn't drink, he doesn't smoke and he 

doesn't care what people think about that. He has always been 

his own person and he raised our kids to be their own person. He 

is a good dancer and a great cruise mate. We have loved all the cruises we have taken, and oh, we have 

had such fun on the dance floor. My brother, who just meant the world to me – he and Horace were the 

best of friends. If it hadn't been for my brother, and my brother's recommendation, I wouldn't have met or 

married Horace! Horace was so good to my parents and he and my father really got along great. 

 

"Horace's parents spent their final years in Pacifica, though his dad only spent a few years here before he 

passed. Horace took great care of his mom. She was among the first residents of Casa Pacifica. I really 

enjoyed her. We had many talks over the years and admittedly some laughs over the fact that Horace's 

dad, even in his retirement, even when he was walking our son Steve on a pony ride – was always 

wearing a business shirt, a business tie and business shoes and pants! But I'll tell you, the thing about 

Horace is you can always count on him. He gets things done. I'm very happy I married Horace." 

 

 
A Hinshaw family gathering, Christmas, 2015, left to right: Marian, son-in-law Greg, 

granddaughter Kerrigan, granddaughter Natalie, daughter Kam and son Steve. 
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Horace has not only reported sports, he has made sports happen. For more than five decades, he has truly 

lived in a world of fun covering the sports scene from pre-school events to professional athletes who 

brought fame to Pacifica.         

 

Bill Drake once said of Horace, "The reason Pacificans follow and enjoy what he writes is that he is 

always having so much fun himself and it shows every week in the body of his work."                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

"I've had a wonderful life and am still having one," Horace smiled. "Who knew in 1966 all this would 

happen? Life is super!" 
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